05 OCT 2003

DR MAHATH R LAUNCHES F1 POWER BOAT WORLD CHAMPI ONSHI P

KULALA LUWUR, Cct 5 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t oday | aunched the Forrmula 1 (F1) Power Boat World Mal aysia
Chanpi onship Grand Prix which was telecast live to 60 countries to an
audi ence of nore than 750 million.

The grand prix which is being organised by Malaysia for the third year
will see tough conpetition among 24 international racers to conplete the
1,955kmcircuit in 45 mnutes.

Before the race started, 13 professional water skiers fromthe Cyprus
Garden and Sea Wrld gave a 15-m nute performance foll owed by a parade by
future F1 dinghy drivers.

Dr Mahathir was then taken on a boat ride on the the Sri Kenbangan
M nes Resort City lake -- the venue of the chanpionship. He was acconpani ed
by Youth and Sports M nister Datuk H shamuddi n Tun Hussein and Cul ture,
Arts and Tourism M ni ster Datuk Paduka Abdul Kadir Shei kh Fadzir.

After the ride, Dr Mahathir was presented with the Jalur Gemlang by
mar at hon swi mrer, Datuk Malik Mydin, who recently conquered the icy waters
of the English Channel, before it was hoisted by the police representative.
This was followed by the rendition of the NegaraKu

Dr Mahathir then pressed the siren button to mark the |aunch of the
chanpi onshi p.
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