21 JUN 2003
Umo- W ndi ng- Up (Rafi dah)
DR MMAHATHIR S CRITI Cl SM OF THE EUROPEANS W LL NOT AFFECT ECONOWY

KUALA LUMPUR, June 21 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad' s
criticismof the Europeans at the opening of the Umo general assenbly will
not affect Malaysia's econony, International Trade and Industry Mnister
Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz said today.

She said that the prime mnister and Umo president had asked her this
nor ni ng whet her his comments on the Europeans woul d affect the econony but
she felt that it would not have any inpact.

This, she said, was based on three factors, nanely that what Dr
Mahat hir stated was a historical fact, that one had the right to voice
one's opinions in a denocracy and that the private sector in Europe based
t heir business decisions on profits.

Raf i dah, who is also Wanita Umo head, said this when wi nding up the
debate on the notion on econony on the |ast day of the assenbly here.

She said that as |ong as Mal aysia was politically stable and the
econom ¢ situation encouragi ng, European investors would continue to do
busi ness and invest in Ml aysi a.

"Take China for exanple. China is condemmed by the United States, what
has not been said about China by the United States, by its |eaders for
political reasons...but its private sector goes to China |like ants
scranbling for sugar," she said.

On Puteri Umo's proposal that Ml aysia spearhead efforts to pronote
the halal standard in the world food industry, she said that the cabinet
had approved strategies to nmake Mal aysia a regional centre to devel op hal al
products.

One of the strategies was to nmake the Mal aysi an I sl am ¢ Advancenent
Departnment (Jakim the sole body to issue the halal certification.

She said her ministry would al so ensure that the products net
i nternational standards.

Raf i dah ended her speech by apologising to Dr Mahathir for forcing him
to stop his w nding-up speech nid-way at |ast year's assenbly when he
announced his resignation.

In a choked voice, she said that she mi ght have acted rudely but she
could not control her enotion then because she, Umo nmenbers and t he people
were not ready to accept Dr Mahathir's resignation fromthe party and
gover nnent .

She al so pl edged support to Deputy Prine Mnister and deputy Ummo
presi dent Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahrmad Badawi who will succeed Dr Mahathir.
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