30 AUG 2003
Mahat hi r- Put raj aya
DR MAHATHI R WANTS THE PEOPLE TO LOVE, LOOK AFTER PUTRAJAYA

KUALA LUMPUR, July 30 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad wants
Mal aysi ans to appreciate, |ove and | ook after Putrajaya so that it renains
an adm nistrative capital that they can be proud of.

The prime mnister said that although Putrajaya was built |ess than a
decade ago, in 1996, it was now a reality, beautiful and prom nent as the
nation's admnistrative centre.

"We see how beautiful the capitals of other countries are. W cannot
make our capital |ike London or Paris but we can be proud of Putrajaya,” he
sai d when | aunching the Putrajaya Lake Cruise and M| eni um Monunent here.

"I think we won't be enbarrassed to pronote Putrajaya to foreign
visitors. W're not showing off, but to a certain extent we have achieved
progress,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said many of the devel opnents here were the first of their
kind in the country and many of the buil dings were of new design

"They were also built in such a short tinme, like this nonument on which
construction started nine nmonths ago but is already conpleted with gardens
and all," he said.

Regarding this as a record, he said it showed that Ml aysians coul d not
only make beautiful draw ngs and designs but inplenment them quickly as
wel |, he said.

"Putraj aya bel ongs to Ml aysians and they should regard it as their

" he said.

He said that the nore than 13 gardens surroundi ng Putrajaya woul d serve
as a green lung for the adm nistrative capital and Kual a Lunpur.

The peopl e of Kual a Lunpur who were al ways busy and stressed out could
conme to Putrajay to relax, he added.

On the Putrajaya Lake Cruise and the M| ennium Monument, he said these
were two nore steps forward in the devel opnent of the town.

He said the nmonument, which is in the shape of the Bunga Raya, the
nati onal flower, and has a 68mtine pol ce, showased the changes and the
events in Ml aysia since 1957 and would continue until 2020.

"I would like to thank everyone for giving the credit to me for al
this things...but actually it is not ne," Dr Mihathir said.

He said he was lucky to have officers who interpreted the governnent's
directives so well that everything was so attractive and conmendabl e.

"For exanple, when we (governnent) proposed to have a maritinme and air
show (Langkawi International Mritinme and Aerospace Exhibition) in
Langkawi , we actually wanted to display only small jets, private jets and
trainer jets but the officers enlarged the exhibition until it became an
international maritinme and air show, " he said.

The pine minister also praised Putrajaya Corporation led by its
chairman, Tan Sri Azizan Zai nul Abidin, for successfully devel oping the
t own.
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