17 AUG 2003
Mahat hi r - Langkawi
DR MAHATHI R | NVI TES SMART PARTNERS TO LI D 2004

By: M khail Raj Abdull ah

EZULW NI (Swazil and), Aug 17 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said that Swaziland is a beautiful kingdombut he feels that he is
m ssi ng sonet hi ng because he has had little opportunity to see the country
due to the progranme for the smart partnership dial ogue which it hosted
bei ng too cranped.

"Although it is a beautiful country, the problemis that over the past
four days and until this afternoon, | thought Swaziland is just one great
big white marquee,” he said, taking a jibe at organisers for not giving
free time for sightseeing and recreational activities, at the closing
di nner hosted by King Mswati |11 of Swaziland here Saturday night.

Sonme 800 participants from16 countries huddled for three days under a
US$1 million marquee, the biggest ever used for the smart partnership
di al ogue.

As such, the Prine Mnister, in extending an invitation to the smart
partners to convene again for the Langkawi |nternational D al ogue, said
next year's dial ogue woul d have to have at |east one free day to enable
participants to take the island' s beautiful sights.

The di al ogue is organi sed by the London-based Conmonweal th Partnership
for Technol ogy Managenent (CPTM .

However, Dr Mahathir said that he was not able to give the exact dates
for LID 2004 as he would not be able to decide it as he will no | onger be
the Prime Mnister

"The other thing is that in 2004, Ml aysia would have to hold its
general el ections.

"And if | tell you the dates for the dialogue, the great journalists in
Mal aysia will calculate and determ ne the date of the el ections,” he said
to roaring |laughter fromthe audi ence for whom he is anong the nost popul ar
| eaders who attended the dial ogue.

"So, you nust excuse nme if | aminviting you without telling you when,"
he said.

According to the "Euzulwinin Statenent” issued after the dial ogue
contai ning the key issues discussed at the three-day gathering, the
Langkawi di al ogue woul d be held either in July or August.

"Today, | absented nyself, with perm sison of course, and | was able to
see the capital Mabane as well as the great big rock which I heard about
so much," he said.

According to the locals, the large rock crop is located in Sl ebebe just
out si de Moabane and is a sight to behol d.

Reiterating his enjoynent of the beautiful sights and the nice cool and
sunny blue skies in Swaziland, he said, "you really have a great country

(but) the only problemis you're so far away fromus, otherwise I'Ill be
here every weekend."

"Since | have enjoyed your hospitality, | would |like you to enjoy our
hospitality in Langkawi next year," he added.
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