15 MAY 2003
Mahat hi r - Sabah
DR MAHATHI R ARRI VES | N SABAH FOR TWO- DAY VISI T

KOTA Kl NABALU, May 15 (Bernamm) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad arrived here tonight for a two-day visit to Sabah.

The special aircraft carrying Dr Mahathir and his wife Datin Seri Dr
Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali |anded at the Kota Kinabalu International Airport at
7.50pm

On hand to greet themwere Chief Mnister Datuk Misa Aman, deputy chief
m ni sters, state cabinet mnisters and heads of Sabah Bari san Nasi onal (BN)
conponent parties.

Toni ght, Dr Mahathir will attend a di nner hosted by Sabah Umo,
followed by a neeting with state Umo | eaders.

Tornorrow norni ng, Dr Mahathir, who is also BN Chairman, will open the
ei ghth congress of Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah (PBRS) in the interior town
of Keni ngau, about 140km from here.

A traditional welcom ng cerenmony showcasing the cultural heritage of
the people in the interior awaits Dr Mahathir at the town's comunity hall,
t he congress venue.

The PBRS is a BN conponent party headed by State Youth and Sports
M ni ster Tan Sri Joseph Kurup.

In the afternoon, Dr Mahathir will perform Friday prayers at the Gty
Mosque in Likas.

Dr Mahathir, who is also Umo President, would then performthe
ground- breaki ng cerenony for the 14-storey Sabah Umo headquarters
buil ding, sited on a 0.5ha prinme |and in Karamunsi ng here.

The RVMB5-nillion headquarters, dubbed as a high-tech "intelligent”
buil ding, is seen by Sabah Umo as a dedication to Dr Mahathir for his
contributions to the people of Sabah.

"It is atribute to our Prinme Mnister for all that he has done for
Sabah through Umo. It will be a historic noment when he officiates the
ground- breaki ng cerenony for the building, which will be a synbol of our
commitment to the people,” said Misa, who is al so Sabah Umo chai rman.

Sabah is to hold a state election in |less than a year.

Dr Mahathir will return to Kuala Lunmpur in the evening.
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