26 FEB 2003

DR MAHATH R UNPERTURBED BY CYNICI SM5 ON O C

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 26 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said he was not bot hered about cynicisnms of the Organisation of
I sl ami ¢ Conference (A C) and the Non-Aligned Mouvenent (NAM whose
chai rmanshi p had just been assumed by Ml aysi a.

"There are cynics all over the world. If we want to listen to cynics,
we' Il never do anything.

"So, I'mquite willing to hear such remarks and |'m not unduly
i nfl uenced by such remarks,"” he told a press conference after chairing an
informal nmeeting of O C nmenbers that followed a highly successful summit of
t he Non-Al'i gned Movement (NAM) at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre, here.

He was asked on the effectiveness of OC as the reporter renarked that
O C, which would hold its sunmmt here in October, and NAM had in the past
been a subject of ridicule.

Quoting an exanple, the reporter stated that the O C s acronym had been
cynically viewed as representing "Ch | See" reflecting as if nothing could
be done.

To this, Dr Mahathir, who is NAM chairman, asked: "Wat does NAM st ands
for?"
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