20 SEP 2003
Mahat hi r - BN
DR MAHATHI R LEADS BN LEADERS TO MARK 50 YEARS OF PONER SHARI NG

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 20 (Bernama) -- The Prime Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, who is also president of the United Mal ays Nati onal
Organi sation (Umo) today | aunched cel ebrations to mark 50 years of the
party sharing political power with the various races in this country.

Umo is the backbone of the ruling 14-party Bari san Nasi onal which
represents all the races in this country.

The BN conpri ses UVNO, Mal aysi an Chi nese Associ ation (MCA), Ml aysian
I ndi an Congress (M C), Malaysian Peopl es Mwvenent (CGerakan), Peoples
Progressive Party (PPP), Parti Pesaka Bum putera Bersatu (PBB), Sarawak
Progressive Denocratic Party (SPDP), Parti Bansa Dayak Sarawak (PBDS),
Sarawak United Peoples Party (SUPP), Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah (PBRS),
Sabah Progressive Party (SAPP), Sabah Liberal Denocratic Party (LDP),

Uni ted Pasok Monogun Kadazandusun Organisation (UPKO) and Parti Bersatu
Sabah (PBS).

The cel ebrations themed 50 gl orious years of power sharing - Power
Sharing Behi nd Mal aysia's Success-- was attended by about 50,000 peopl e of
various races who are menbers or supporters of the Barisan Nasional.

On arrival at the Stadium Merdeka for the celebrations, Dr Mahathir and
Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohamed Ali, were received by Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi and | eaders of the BN conponent
parties, who sit on the BN Supreme Council .

Dr Mahathir, who is BN Chairman,and Dr Siti Hasnmah then wal ked towards
a purple-coloured Proton Cabriolet as a recording of his poem "Perjuangan
mu bel um sel esai . (Your struggle has not finished) was played back.

Wearing the Barisan Nasional shirt (a blue shirt wi th dacing synbols),
Dr Mahathir and Dr Siti Hasmah were then driven in the car around the
stadiumto the rendition of the song "Pahl awanku". Abdul |l ah and BN
Secretary-General Tan Sri Mohaned Rahmat followed the Prinme Mnister's car
in another silver Proton Cabriolet.

The Prime Mnister will deliver a speech, his |last as the BN Chairman
to nenbers of the Barisan Nasional parties and Mal aysians as a whole at the
gat hering, the biggest in the history of the party.

Dr Mahathir retires at the end of next nonth.

Abdul | ah, MCA President Datuk Seri Ong Ka Ting, MC President Datuk
Seri S.Sany Vellu and Sarawak Chief Mnister and PBB President Tan Sri
Abdul Taib Mahmud will al so speak at the gathering.

Dr Mahathir will also open an exhibition and | aunch post cards to mark
t he occasi on.
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