20 SEP 2003
BN- Ong
DR MAHATH R IS A MAN OF JUSTI CE, SENSI TIVE TO NEEDS OF ALL RACES- MCA

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 20 (Bernamm) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad is a man of justice, sensitive to the needs of all races
in the country and this has strengthened the power-sharing concept, MCA
President Datuk Seri Ong Ka Ting said today.

Ong said Dr Mahathir had al ways stressed the give and take attitude and
rem nded the various conmunities that no one race could get everything it
denanded.

Thi s had guaranteed stability, narrowed inbal ances and enhanced t he
BN s integrity, he told a gathering at the Stadi um Merdeka held to mark 50
years of political power sharing anong the various races in Ml aysia.

Ong noted that since Dr Mahathir assumed | eadership of the BN in 1981
the BN had retained its two-third majority in the Dewan Rakyat in every
general el ection.

He said Dr Mahathir's integrity and status as a respected | eader
wel | -1 oved by all races would be an inportant factor for the BN when it
faced the next general election.

The MCA was confident that when Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi took over the | eadership of the BN and the gover nment
he woul d practise the same power-sharing concept which had succeeded in
bringi ng so nuch good to the country and its people.

He said the MCA pledged to play a constructive and positive role to
ensure the continued success of the power-sharing concept in the interest
of the country.

The MCA woul d al so work towards strengthening cooperation with all BN
conponent parties, Ong said.

The MCA | eader said the BN should be ready to face the chal |l enges of
gl obal i sation and the information technology era so that it would continue
to remain relevant with changing tines.

BN conponent parties should strengthen unity to prevent the PAS-|ed
opposition fromcreating a nation envisaged by PAS, that ignored the
interests and val ues of the various races in the country, he said.

He was confident that as long as the BN was in power the interests of
t he various races woul d be protected.
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