10 MAY 2003

DR MAHATHR S VISIT WLL FORGE CLOSER TI ES AMONG UMNO MEMBERS

KOTA Kl NABALU, May 10 (Bernamm) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad's visit to Sabah beginning May 15 will hopefully help to
foster closer relations between the Umo | eadership and party nenbers,
sai d Sabah Deputy Chief Mnister Datuk Seri Lajim Ukin.

"We are proud of the visit by a | eader, statesman, and Umo | eader who
has brought devel opment. For the state of Sabah, if it had not been for
t he Bari san Nasi onal governnent |led by Dr Mahathir as Prime Mnister, it
is possible that we may not see the rapid devel opnent in the whol e of
Sabah," he said after chairing the neeting to coordinate Dr Mahathir's
visit to the state, here today.

Lajim who is also a nmenber of the Umo Suprenme Council, said even the
people in the renote areas in Keningau were maki ng preparations to wel cone
the prime mnister who had ensured that devel opnment was al so extended to
the interior areas.

On Dr Mahathir's programre in Sabah, Lajimsaid the Umo president
woul d attend a dinner and neeting with the Sabah Umo Liaison Committee
after arriving at Termnal Two of the Kota Kinabalu International Airport
at 8pm on Thur sday.

On the next day, Dr Mahathir will go to Keningau to open the Annual
Congress of the Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah before returning to Kota
Ki nabal u at noon to perform Friday prayers at Masjid Bandaraya Kota
Ki nabal u i n Likas.

Lajimsaid at 3pmon Friday, Dr Mahathir would performthe
ground- br eaki ng cerenony for the construction of the Sabah Umo buil di ng
which is estinmated to cost RMB5 million before returning to Kuala Lunpur.
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