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DR SI TI HASMAH TO CHAIR O C FI RST LADI ES DI ALOGUE

PUTRAJAYA, COct 10 (Bernama) -- Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mhaned Ali,
the wife of Prime Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, will chair the
i naugur al di al ogue of the First Ladies of OC nmenber countries on Oct 17
here.

The First Ladi es woul d exchange vi ews and share their experiences at
t he di al ogue being held in conjunction with the 10th Organisation of the
I slam ¢ Conference (O C) Summit beginning here tonmorrow at the ultra nodern
Put raj aya Convention Centre.

The di al ogue, thenmed "Wonen: Peace and Devel opnment”, organi sed by
Mal aysi a's Wnen and Fanmi |y Devel opment Mnistry, is the main itinerary for
the wi ves of Heads of State and Government attending the summt.

Dr Siti Hasmah said the main objective of inviting the First Ladi es was
to gather their views about wonmen in Islamc countries.

"We can get the information about themfromthe books we read but
sonetines it is not their own views. It's better for us to know their views
fromthemfirst hand,” she told a nedia conference at "Seri Perdana", the
official residence of the Prime Mnister, here.

Among the First Ladies who have confirmed their attendance are Edith
Luci e Bongo from Gabon, Ganbia's Zi neb Yahya Janeh, Sehba Musharraf of
Paki st an, Sudan's W dad Babi kir Orer and Senra Sezer of Turkey.

Dr Siti Hasmah said wives of foreign mnisters and mnisters of OC
countries, wi ves of Ml aysian cabinet mnisters, wves of heads of nissions
of O C nenber states in Malaysia and | ocal wonen personalities would al so
attend the dial ogue.

She said Nane Annan, the wife of United Nations Secretary-CGeneral Kofi
Annan, would al so be present.

Among the topics to be discussed are educati on, wonen heal t hcare,
poverty eradi cati on and econom c devel opnent, Sci ence and Technol ogy,

H V/ Al DS and communi cabl e di seases.

I nvol verrent in society, peace proposals to avoid war and terrorism
policies and public institutions to support wonen and gl obal participation,
col | aborati on and networ ki ng anong Miusl i mwonmen woul d al so be del i berat ed,
she sai d.

El even experts have been invited to assist in the dial ogue, she said.

"Fi ndings of the deliberations will be forwarded to the O C Chairman to
be included in the O C agenda on wonen affairs,” she said.

Replying to a question, Dr Siti Hasmah said the idea to have a
programme for First Ladies was nooted | ong ago.

"But what is nore encouraging is a question posed to Prine M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad by the daughter of the then Iranian
President Ali Akhbar Hashemi Rafsanjani at the last O C Summit in Doha,
Qatar," she said.

Al'i Akbar's daughter had asked Dr Mahathir why the wonmen agenda was not
i ncluded at the Doha sunmit and then she canme to know Mal aysi a woul d host
the next O C Sunmmit.

Dr Siti Hasmah said the wonen agenda was not included based on the
est abl i shed procedures of the O C since its inception in 1969.
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