24 FEB 2003
NAM Spouses/ (Wt h Pi x)
DR SI TI HASMAH HOSTS LUNCHEON FOR NAM FI RST LADI ES

PUTRAJAYA, Feb 24 (Bernama) -- After a serious talk on how they can
contribute to spread the nessage of peace and say "NO TO WAR', the
Non- Al i gned Movenment (NAM First Ladies attended a | uncheon hosted by the
wife of the Malaysian Prime Mnister, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnah Mohaned
Ali, at Seri Perdana here today.

Among the First Ladies who attended the | uncheon were Edith Lucie
Bongo, wife of President El Hadj Orar Bongo of Gabon; Her Majesty
I nkhosi kat, Consort of King Mswati 111 of Swazil and; Barbara Mdgae, w fe of
Presi dent Festus Gontabanye Mbgae of Botswana; and Toure Lodl o Traore, wfe
of President Amadou Toumani of Mali.

Al so present were Deputy Prime Mnister's wife Datin Seri Endon
Mahnmood, Wnen and Fami |y Devel opnent M nister Datuk Seri Shahrizat Abdul
Jalil and the acconpanyi ng spouses of the NAM | eaders del egati on.

VWi | e havi ng speci al Ml aysi an cui sines and delicacies, the | adies were
entertai ned by evergreen singer, Yusni Hami d and an acconpanyi ng conbo.

A presentation of Ml aysian batik and a traditional fashion show was
also held to entertain the guests.

Dr Siti Hasmah, in her wel com ng speech, wi shed the NAM First Ladies
and nenbers of del egation a pleasant stay in Ml aysia and to see for
t hensel ves the various aspects of Ml aysia and its people.

"Mal aysia prides itself as being a very hospitable country filled with
warm and friendly people. |I believe you will discover this and nmuch nore
after your experience over these two days," she said, hoping they would
return to Malaysia in future.

The First Ladi es and acconpanyi ng spouses |later visited the Kual a
Lunpur Craft Conplex in Jalan Conl ay.

They will join the NAM | eaders for a dinner hosted by Prime Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad at the Pal ace of the Gol den Horses Hotel.
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