18 JAN 2003
Canpai gn- Dr ugs
DRUG PREVENTI ON CAMPAI GN TO FOCUS ON AMPHETAM NE STI MULANTS

JOHOR BAHARU, Jan 18 (Bernama) -- The drug prevention canpaign this
year will focus on anphetam ne-type stinulants (ATS), proven to be highly
danger ous, involving nostly m ddl e-cl ass abusers.

Deputy Director-General of the National Drugs Agency Haji Abd Rashid
Mat Adam sai d ATS, snuggl ed t hrough nei ghbouring countries, abuse was not
wi despread as yet but immedi ate action was needed to bring the situation
under control

Research shows ATS abuse was the second-hi ghest after ganja while
heroi n abuse fell to third place Abd Rashid told a press conference after
[ aunchi ng the Tampoi Serenti Centre's Residents Variety Games, here today.

Abd Rashid said ATS abuse could result in addiction with the stinulants
posing great risks to nental health.

"As such, the intensive drug programe with a focus on schools, higher
| earning institutions, workplace and parenting will be launched in March in
Kual a Lunmpur by the Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad, " he
sai d.

Abd Rashid said the progranme aspired to fulfil the governnent's target
of making the country drug free by 2015.

"The drug prevention canpai gn not only focuses on high-risk areas
covered under the programme but also rural areas and drug addict haunts,”
he sai d.

He said the governnent's target could be realised if the comunity and
various public agencies readily cooperate to end the drug nenace.

There were about 10,000 addicts at 28 Serenti Centres nationw de which
cost an annual expenditure of RW/O mllion he said.
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