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DR MAHATHI R S LEADERSH P STRENGTHENS UNI TY AND SOCI AL | NTEGRATI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 23 (Bernama) -- The true Ml aysian | eadership of
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad has hel ped strengthen
nati onal unity and social integration in the country, Gerakan president
Datuk Seri Dr Lim Keng Yai k said today.

He said that as testinmony to the endorsenent of his social devel oprent
policy, Malaysians had given the Barisan Nasional (BN) overwhel m ng
el ectoral victory in the 1995 general election and repeated it in 1999,
even though the Malay support for BN was slightly reduced.

"I"mconfident that the support will and has already returned to our
si de agai n because our people have had enough of the nyopic, opportunistic
and dangerous politics practised by the Opposition,” he said in his speech
at the Gerakan 32nd Nati onal Del egates Conference here.

About 1, 800 del egates are attendi ng the two-day conference which was
opened by Dr Mahathir, who is BN chairnman

Present were Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnad Badawi and
ot her BN conponent | eaders.

Dr Limsaid that many social anal ysts, including world-cel ebrated
witer and social scientist, Dr Alvin Toffler, had hailed Dr Mahathir's
ability to maintain and cultivate ethnic harnony.

He quoted Dr Alvin Toffler as saying: "If any nmacroeconom st,

i nvest ment banker or editorial witer thinks he or she can do a better job
of holding a conplex, nulti-ethnic state together in relative peace, in a
wor |l d stained by ethnic cleansing, please step forward, Mhathir has done
it".

He said this could be further el aborated when Dr Mahathir |aid out nine
strategi c objectives of Vision 2020, with the top priority to establish a
united Mal aysian nation with a sense of common and shared destiny.

"No other |eader in the whole Ml aysian history as a nation has given
so much enphasis and hope to the creation of a truly Bangsa Mal aysia than
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

"He has constantly rem nded us not to take for granted the need to
progress with the task of creating a matured |iberal and tol erant society
which not only tolerates but can al so appreci ate and cel ebrate the ways of
ot hers," he said.

Dr Limalso said that during Dr Mahathir's adm nistration, every
Mal aysi an could find his or her place and share of cultural and social
i ndul gence and wi tness how each and every conmunity cel ebrati on was turned
into a national festival with multi-ethnic participation

The education systemin the public and private institutions was nade
nmore open and inclusive of all commnities in Mlaysia, including the
setting up of "Sekol ah Wawasan" or Vision Schools to enable the students to
"study, eat and play" together.

"I also believe that the National Service programe, which is ained at
bringi ng young Mal aysi ans together to build up their resilience, spirit of
patrioti smand national unity, will further enhance integration and
appreci ation of each other in a multiracial society.

"Anot her critical aspect of social developnment is to ensure that our
soci ety enbraces good ethical and noral values which nust al so take
cogni sance of strong religious and spiritual val ues.

"Whil e we have perfornmed extrenely well in econom c and infrastructure
devel opnent, we nust take note of the nal aise affecting our society,



especially the case of having first-world infrastructure and third-world
mentality,” Dr Limsaid.
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