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KUALA LUMPUR, May 29 (Bernama) -- Iris Corporation Bhd (ICB), a chip
provi der for Ml aysia's e-passport and nulti-purpose smart card, Mkad,
expects to capitalise on business opportunities that could arise during the
Organi sation of the Islamc Conference (O C) Summit to be held here in
Cct ober .

Iris chairman, Tan Sri Razali Ismail, today said that the conpany hoped
to showcase its expertise to OC nmenbers as well as secure contracts during
t he neet.

"W hope that we would be able to convince, showase and denonstrate to
few of the heads of government on what we can do, with sonme help fromthe
government," he told reporters after a press conference on the N gerian
El ectroni c Passport project here today.

Iris recently secured the RM46 mllion contract to inplenent an
el ectroni c passport systemproject in N geria.

It signed a pact on May 24, 2003, with N gerian-incorporated IRI'S Smart
Technol ogi es Ltd (ISTL), to supply equi pnent, services and systens for the
i npl enentati on of the electronic passport.

The project, which would involve the supply of 5.5 mllion passport
substrates to Nigeria over a two-year period, is expected to further
enhance and contribute to ICB' s earnings for the current financial year and
provi de good prospects for the com ng years, Razali said.

He said Nigeria becane interested in adopting the technol ogy when its
President, O usegun Cbasanjo, visited Iris during the Non-Aligned Mvenent
(NAM sunmmit in February.

He said the contract was a result of hosting the NAM and that Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad had been instrunental in hel ping
t he conpany push forward its technol ogy.

"We are grateful to the Prine Mnister. He has been hel ping us push
forward our technol ogy and encouraging us to go beyond the shore of
Mal aysi a," he said.

He said that there was also a possibility for other states in Africa to
adopt their technology Iike Nigeria has. -- BERNAVA
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