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Abdul | ah- Umo
BN CANDI DATES MUST BE CREDI BLE AND CAPABLE OF BRI NG NG VI CTORY

PUTRAJAYA, Cct 15 (Bernama) -- Only those with credibility and capabl e
of ensuring victory for Barisan Nasional (BN) will be nom nated by the
party to stand in the com ng general election, said Datuk Seri Abdull ah
Ahmad Badaw .

"What is inportant for the general election is that we choose
candi dates who are credi ble and can get the support of the electorates to
bring victory to BN," said the Deputy Prine Mnister.

"The candi dates, whether they are fromthe younger group or the
experi enced ol der group, we don't care whoever they are...but if there is
roomto field the young bl ood as candidates, it is a positive devel opnent
for BNin future," he told reporters after visiting the O C Expo 2003, here
t oday.

Abdul I ah was asked to conment on Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s st at enent yesterday advi sing BN veteran politicians to step down
and assist new faces to canmpaign to ensure victory for the ruling party.

Describing Dr Mahathir's statenment as a "sincere advice", Abdullah said
he wel comed politicians who voluntarily w shed to make way to new faces to
contest in the general election.

In an exclusive interview with Bernanma, Dr Mahathir, who will retire at
the end of the nonth, said it was tinme for incunmbent politicians who had
served a long tine to make way for new faces to take over their role in
serving the peopl e.

Mal aysia will hold a general election before the expiry of the current
mandat e hel d by BN i n Novenber 2004.

Abdul | ah was al so asked about his advice regarding the non-attendance
of the Dewan Rakyat sitting by BN nenbers of Parlianent being anong the
criteria to be taken into account in the selection of candidates for the
general el ection.

However, the advice seens to be ignored when the current sitting of the
Dewan Rakyat had to be adjourned on a nunber of occasions due to the |ack
of quorum

The Deputy Prine Mnister said he was not aware of the matter and woul d
ensure that it did not recur.
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