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MAHATHI R- COMMUNI TY
EAST ASI AN COMMUNI TY SHOULD BE OUTWARD- LOCKI NG, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 4 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said that the East Asian Economnmic Community shoul d be
out war d- | ooki ng and see the world as its market place as well as wel com ng
others to its market.

"There must be no retreat behind a great East Asian econom c barricade,
there nust be no circling of the wagon and no hi ding behind great walls,"”
he said in his speech when openi ng the East Asia Congress.

He al so said that the East Asian political comunity advocated shoul d
be one that is not inward-|ooking, defensive or frightened.

"I't must open itself to the world even as they venture forth to al
corners of the globe," he said.

Dr Mahathir al so said that in the years ahead, the East Asian comunity
shoul d concentrate on building an East Asian Comunity of Common and
Cooperati ve Peace and Prosperity, a community that is enpowered within the
region and in the w der world.

"We nust seek to contribute to a sense of security and well being on
the part of all the countries of East Asia not only for the strong and
weal thy, but also for the weak and poor."

He said that in the process of building the East Asian community,
countries shoul d engage the wi dest nmeasures of participation at all |evels,
gover nnent al and non- gover nrent al

"What ever the schenmes for cooperation we enbark upon, they nust be
founded on the principle of nmutual benefit, nutual respect, egalitarianism
consensus and denocracy,"” he said.

The Prime M nister said that with the cooperation, the existing peace
and prosperity will be less fragile and nore durable.

Dr Mahathir said after nore than 10 years since he nooted the idea to
formthe East Asia Economic G oup, the issue was now regarded as
unextraordi nary, |ogical and even natural.

Today, those who speak of such a grouping are no | onger regarded as
i nsane, foolish, delirious or the nbst dangerous of nen, he said.

However, he said the G ouping wuld have to find the creativity to cone
up with the best and the nost appropriate solution and the courage to do
what that needs to be done in realising its efforts.

"We should certainly not turn away fromthe experience of Asean which I
believe is even nore directly relevant. It is so because Asean' s experience
provides a closer fit with regards to regional conmunity building at a
| ower | evel of integration

"We in East Asia will for the forseeable future be in this phase of
| ower | evel integration, political and economc."

On the econonic front, he said although East Asian countries have
perfornmed remarkably well and considered as the nost reliable region in the
worl d on world trade and econom ¢ devel opnent, they were yet wi thout voice
and cl out.

He said the decision that directly deternined their presence and future
were made el sewhere and so it was tinme for these countries to enpower
t hensel ves for the sake of their own future.

"W owe it to our people, to anplify our voice, to aggregate our wei ght
and boost our clout. Mre inportantly East Asian countries nust be prepared
to act.

"We nust be doggedly conmitted to persist in the face of obstacles,



nat ural and man-nmade and at the very sanme tinme, we nust be practical and
patient," he said.

Dr Mahathir said it was clear enough that the building of the East
Asian community in the years ahead woul d need at |east four-P s which were
Principle, Persistence, Pragmati smand Pati ence.

Meanwhi | e, the three-day inaugural East Asia Congress being held here
is organi sed by the Asian Strategy & Leadership Institute (ASLI) and being
attended by participants from13 East Asian countries.

Among t he speakers at the congress are fornmer Japanese Vice Mnister of
Fi nance, Prof Dr Ei suke Sakaki bara or better known as "M Yen", Specia
Advi sor to the Cabinet of Japan, Prof Kuroda Haruhi ko, former South Korea
Deputy Prinme M nister Prof Han Seung- Soo, Singapore Devel opment Bank
managi ng director Dr Fong Cheng Hong.

O hers include South Korea Institute of International Econom c Policy
director Dr Cho Jongwha, Asean Touri sm Associ ati on secretary-general Tunku
Dat uk Seri |skandar Abdul | ah and Prof Kenichi Ito, president and chief
executive officer of the Japan Forumon International Relations. -- BERNAVA
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