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PMS VISIT CAPS MALAYSI A'S Al D PROGRAMVE FOR LEBANON

By: Azman U ang

BEI RUT, Jan 20 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia's programe to help the
reconstructi on of Lebanon got underway in earnest today with the arrival of
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad to this strategic West Asian
nati on whose econony was shattered by 15 years of civil war that ended in
1990.

The two-day visit is a followup to Kuala Lunmpur's recent announcenent
of a RML.145 billion loan to Lebanon to rebuild its econony and the
priority Dr Mahathir attaches to the programe is reflected in political
and corporate big-w gs acconpanyi ng him

Lebanese Prinme Mnister Rafic Hariri, who in a previous interview
admts to having "great respect and admiration"” for Dr Mahathir, was on
hand to greet Dr Mahathir and his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnah Mbhaned
Ali, when the special Royal Malaysian Air Force G obal Express jet |anded
at the Beirut International Airport at 12.30pm (6.30pm Mal aysi an tine).

The arrival cerenony was tel ecast |ive over Lebanese tel evision.

Dr Mahathir flew to Paris in Novenber |ast year to attend a speci al
conference on Lebanon's reconstructi on hosted by the French government
where he announced the financial package which nade Mal aysia the third
| argest contributor anong a growing list of countries that pledged aid to
the country.

The bi ggest |oan pledge cane from Saudi Arabia with US$700 mllion
(RMR.66 billion) and France with US$500 nmillion (RML.9 billion).

Apart from Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar, senior
mnisters |ike Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik (Transport), Datuk Seri S. Sany
Vel lu (Works) and Datuk Amar Leo Moggi e (Energy, Comunications and
Mul tinmedia) are here along with top corporate | eaders |ike Petronas
presi dent and chief executive Tan Sri Hassan Marican, Usaha Tegas G oup of
Conpani es chai rman Ananda Krishnan and RHB group chairman Tan Sri Rashid
Hussai n.

The ot hers included busi nessman Tan Sri Syed Mokhtar Al Bukhary,

Tel ekom Mal aysi a chi ef executive Datuk Dr Khir Abdul Rahman, Bank Negara
Governor Tan Sri Dr Zeti Akhtar Aziz and Finance Mnistry Secretary-Ceneral
Tan Sri Sanmsuddin Hitam

Menbers of the Mal aysian del egation and their Lebanese conterparts
woul d nmeet here over the next two days on plans to disburse the | oan.

Duri ng the Novenber Paris conference, Syed Ham d said that Ml aysa was
expected to contribute its expertise in information technology (IT) and
tourismto Lebanon's reconstruction programe.

Lebanon, once a thriving financial and business centre dubbed Paris of
West Asia, has received a huge boost fromthe international comunity with
l ending nations witing off sone US$31 billion (RML18 billion) of its
i nternational debts.

Dr Mahathir said at the Paris conference that the new | oans offered by
the countries would hel p Lebanon, with a popul ation of three mllion, ease
further its debt burden.

"We know they are good paymasters. They never defaulted,” he said then.

Soon after arrival, Dr Mahathir and Hariri net over lunch at the
Kor ayt em Pal ace where the Ml aysi an | eader is staying.

This was followed by a four-eye neeting at Hariri's office between the
two | eaders before nenbers of their del egations went into di scussions on
details of the programe.



Later, they were due to appear at a joint news conference to be held
wel | past m dni ght Ml aysian tine.

Hariri has visited Mal aysia a nunber of tinmes, both private and
official, with the |last one being |ast year.

Dr Mahathir's first day programe ended with a dinner with Lebanese
President Emile Lahoud at the "Baabda" Presidential Palace.

At the dinner President Lahoud conferred the National Oder of The
Sedar (Grand Cordon) Award on Dr Mahathir.

The Lebanese Prine M nister personally drove Dr Mahathir and his wfe
to the pal ace for the dinner.
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