22 MAY 2003

ECONOM C PACKAGE TO BENEFI T BUM PUTERA ENTREPRENEURS

KOTA BAHARU, May 22 (Bernamm) -- The Entrepreneur Devel opnent M nistry
has wel comed the RML.2 billion allocated to it under the econom c stimulus
package as this will help Bum putera entrepreneurs increase their economc
activities.

M ni ster Datuk Seri Mbhamed Nazri Abdul Aziz said the nunber of
Bum putera entrepreneurs was currently small but the package would afford
nmore funds to be allocated to small businessnmen in the conmunity.

"The additional RM200 million to the Entrepreneurial G oup Econonmic
Fund (Tekun) will allow |l oans for nore entrepreneurs and this will surely
notivate econonmic activity at the grassroot |evel."

He said this to reporters after attending a dinner and di al ogue sessi on
organi sed by the Kel antan-branch of the Ml ay Traders and Entrepreneurs
Associ ati on (Perdasama) here | ast night.

However, he said Buni putera entrepreneurs should not be too dependent
on the governnment and they shoul d be brave and progressive enough to
conpet e and be successful .

Yesterday, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad unveil ed the
RM7. 3 billion econom c stinulus package to hel p Mal aysi ans overcone the
i npact on the economy as a result of the Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrone
(SARS) out break, the Iraqg war and | ethargic world econom ¢ conditions.

The governnent all ocated an additional RV2OO million to Tekun, RM500
mllion to the Small and Medium Industries (SM) Fund and RWO00 mllion to
the New Entrepreneurial Fund.
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