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BANG , May 25 (Bernama) -- Education issues will be used widely by the
opposition to gal vani se the people's support in the com ng general
el ection, Umo Secretary-General Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob said today.

He said it was because education was a vast area covering prinmary,
secondary and religious schools, the opposition would harp on the issues to
win over the people's hearts and m nds to back their candi dates.

Hence, Umo nenbers nust equip thenselves with facts and figures to
explain the issues raised by the opposition, he said when openi ng the Umo
Educati on Convention 2003 at Universiti Kebangsaan Ml aysia (UKM .

The three-day convention begi nning Friday provided valuable inputs to
Umo nenbers to nobilise the party's election nachinery for the genera
el ection, said Khalil, who is also Informati on M nister.

Besi des education, he said, PAS would continue to play up the casino
licence issue at the Bukit Tinggi holiday resort in Bentong, Pahang despite
the governnment's denial of the party's allegation that the governnent had
gi ven approval to operate a casino at the resort.

"Opposition parties have nmade education issues as their No 2 issue in
their el ection canpaign after the casino issue.

"I read the Harakah newspaper (PAS official organ), two-thirds of its
contents are on the casino issue," he said.

On Tuesday, Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad deni ed PAS all egation that
t he governnment had approved a casino licence to the operator of the Bukit
Ti nggi Hol i day Resort.

The Prime Mnister said the licence was for slot machines for the
excl usive use of club nenbers only.

Conmenting on Dr Mahathir's statenent that el ected representatives who
failed to discharge their duties after winning in the election would not be
renom nated in the comi ng general election, Khalil said every Umo el ected
representative was required to send a report on the activities carried out
in their respective constituencies to the suprene council

"Umo Menbers of Parliament and Assenbl ynen have been asked to submit
reports to the party headquarters and we cross-check their reports with the
actual situations in the constituencies,” he said.

The convention, being held for the first tinme, was opened by Education
M ni ster Tan Sri Musa Mohamad, who is al so Umo Educati on Bureau chief.

It was ai med at expl ai ni ng government policies and current issues in
educati on.
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