22 SEP 2003
Agong- Knowl edge
EDUCATI ON, A LI FELONG PROCESS- Kl NG

SHAH ALAM Sept 22 (Bernama) -- The Yang di - Pertuan Agong Tuanku Syed
Siraj uddi n Tuanku Syed Putra Janal ullail today urged graduands to continue
acquiri ng know edge even after graduation as education is a lifelong
process.

Thi s was because sound know edge and skills would determ ne the
strength of a nation and safeguard its sovereignty, said the King who is
the Chancel |l or of the Universiti Teknol ogi Mara at its convocation here.

"The strength and sovereignty of our country rest on the shoul ders of
all you graduands. | place high hopes on all of you graduands to shoul der
this responsibility," he said.

Hi s Maj esty said nore honest, trustworthy and disciplined intellectuals
were needed in Mal aysi a which was fast devel opi ng towards becomi ng a
devel oped nation by 2020.

Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin believed that Universiti Teknol ogi Mara had
equi pped its graduates with know edge that woul d enabl e themto conpete and
contri bute towards the race and country.

"I pray that UUTM s vision to energe as a world class university wll
be realised," he said

H s Maj esty then handed over the scrolls to 380 graduands and post
graduates. Al so present was the Raja Pernaisuri Agong Her Maj esty Tuanku
Fauzi ah Tengku Abdul Rashi d.

The ot her graduands will receive their scrolls during 19 sessions from
tomorrow until Cct 6

Meanwhi | e, Vice Chancell or Datuk Seri Prof Dr |brahi m Abu Shah said
61.1 per cent of the university's graduates usually obtai ned enpl oynent
after about six months fromthe date of graduation while the rest either
continued with their studies or renmai ned unenpl oyed.

At the diploma level, 36.1 per cent also found jobs after six nonths
fromthe date of graduation, 47.1 per cent were continuing their education
at degree level while the rest were unenpl oyed.

Dr.lbrahimsaid the market trend now was people with degrees easily
obt ai ned j obs.

Local universities were also increasingly accepting di pl oma hol ders for
their university course progranmes.

The Institut Teknol ogi Mara was founded in 1967 and Prime M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad decl ared the venerable institute a
uni versity on Aug 26, 1999.

Dr I brahimsaid the university stressed heavily on mastering English
and this year its students attained nore than 30 per cent pass in the
| anguage above the national average in MJET (Mal aysian University English
Test).
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