11 AUG 2003
SNAP- BN
EDW N CONFI DENT SNAP W LL BE RETAINED I N BN - EDWN

KUCHI NG Aug 11 (Bernama) -- Sarawak National Party (SNAP) President
Edwi n Dundang said today the party is "overwhelned with a sense of joy" at
reports that the Barisan Nasional (BN) Supreme Council is to meet next
month to clarify its menbership status within the ruling coalition.

Newspaper reports today quoted BN Secretary-General Tan Sri Mhaned
Rahmat as saying that SNAP' s nenbership status in BN woul d be one of the
i ssues to be discussed at the neeting to be chaired by Prime Mnister and
BN Chai rman Dat uk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanad.

No date has been fixed for the neeting.

Edwi mtol d Bernanma that he, the party and its nenbers throughout
Sar awak were overjoyed on |earning that the SNAP i ssue woul d be brought up
at the neeting.

"W will be out of the woods soon," he said, adding that they were
expecting the suprene council to neet soon after their nmeeting with Dr
Mahat hir in Kuala Lunpur |ast nonth.

Edwi n described the indication as "positive" after he and senior party
| eaders, including Deputy President Datuk Justine Jinggut and
Secretary-Ceneral Ednmund Stanl ey Jugol nmet Dr Mahathir.

Mohaned sai d yesterday the BN Suprene Council would have to discuss
SNAFP' s status since the court had granted a stay of execution pending the
final outcone of a court hearing on the party's application for a judicial
review of |ast Novenber's decision by the Registrar of Societies (ROS) to
re-regi ster SNAP.

bservers say this is an indication that SNAP is nost |ikely to retain
its menbership within the BN until the final outcone of the hearing on the
party 's application to quash the ROS deci sion.

The hearing has been set for Decenber.

Edwi n t ook over as President at the party's Triennial CGeneral Assenbly
earlier this year after Datuk Amar Janmes Wng Kim M n stepped down after
being at the helmof the party since 1981.

Edwi n al so said the party's Wanita Chief Puan Sri Rosalind N ngkan,
wi fe of SNAP' s founder | eaders and Sarawak's first post-Independence Chief
M ni ster Tan Sri Stephen Kal ong Ni ngkan and Youth Head Darrel Entrie have
been invited to the Gerakan Wanita and Youth Assenbly next nonth.
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