18 MAY 2003
Snap- Dundang
EDW N DUNDANG SUCCEEDS JAMES WONG AS SNAP PRESI DENT

KUCHI NG May 18 (Bernanma) -- Edwi n Dundang was today el ected president
of the Sarawak National Party (Snap) at its 15th Triennial General Assenbly
succeedi ng veteran politician Datuk Amar Janmes Wng who has stepped down.

James Wng, who stepped down fromthe hel mafter 22 years has been
appoi nted patron and life president.

O her officials elected are: deputy president, Datuk Justine Ji nggut,
seni or vice president Datuk M chael Bong Thi am Joon while the seven vice
presidents are: Datuk Senator WIliamLau Kung Hui, Leo Jana Etin, Hussain
Zai nuddi n, Johnny Wong Sie Lee, Stanford Emang, Frankie Nyonbui and Janbl ee
Tanggoi

The newly el ected secretary-general is Edmund Stanl ey Jugol, deputy
secretary-general is Franki e Bendi ndang Manj ah, treasurer-general Dennis
Chang Foh Onn and publicity officer is Dunstan Melling.

The Snap Wanita chief is Puan Sri Rosalind Ni ngkan while the Youth
chief is Dayrell Walter Entrie.

El even menbers were also elected to the central executive conmittee
(CEC) while another eight were al so appointed to the CEC

Speaking to reporters after the general assenbly, Dundang said Snhap
woul d offer to defend the four parliamentary seats won previously by the
party in the conming general election.

He said despite the difficult times that Snap had just undergone, there
woul d be no problens for it to defend and retain those seats, won during
the last parlianentary el ection, because of strong grassroot support.

"As far as we are concerned, we are still in the Barisan Nasional (BN).
We do not have the YBs (el ected representatives) but we have the seats,
whi ch belong to us and not to those individuals,” he said after the genera
assenbly at Santubong about 35KM from here.

Snap was left without any seats in parlianent and the state | egislative
assenbly after all its four MPs and seven state assenblymen left to join
the newy formed Sarawak Progressive Denocratic Party (SPDP)

The splinter SPDP, which was subsequently admitted to the state and
national BN, was formed follow ng the 42-year-old party's deregistration on
Nov 5 last year for failing to resolve its | eadership crisis.

SNAP, which is legally and technically still a BN conponent nenber,
woul d seek a neeting with the BN | eadership on the matter when the tinme
cane, Dundang said.

He said the decision of the Court of Appeal on April 1 this year to
give Snap a stay of execution on the Registrar of Societies (ROS) decision
to deregister it, neant it was now operating nornally and did not need to
be rehabilitated any | onger by anyone.

As its menbership in the BN had never been disturbed and interrupted,
he said it would therefore be nalicious and contenpt of court to dispute
its nenbership, role, rights and eligibilities in the BN

He said the party, which had now been revanped, had never |eft nor had
been "ki cked out" fromthe BN

As a conponent BN nmenber, he said Snap at the TGA resol ved to pl edge
its full support for Prinme Mnister and BN chai rman Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad for his vast contributions towards the country's trenmendous
devel oprent, Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Badawi as well as
Chief Mnister and Sarawak BN Chai rman Tan Sri Abdul Tai b Mahmud.

O her resolutions, included urging the federal government to continue



extendi ng "special treatnent" previously granted under the New Economic
Policy (NEP) to the Bum putera conmunity in Sarawak as they still | agged
behind in the fields of trade, commerce and i ndustry, education as well as
inthe civil service.

He described the TGA, attended by 160 del egates fromall 64 divisions,
as a "quiet famly affair.
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