03 NOV 2003
Sar awak- PM
S' WVAK RURUM KELABI T HAI LS NEW PM

KUCHI NG Nov 3 (Bernama) -- The Sarawak Rurum Kel abit Nati onal
Associ ation (SRKNA) today wel coned the appointnent of the nation's fifth
prime mnister, Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnad Badaw .

Its deputy president, Dr Rolland Dom Mattu, told Bernama that the
Kel abit community had full confidence in the new |eader's abilities and
hoped he would give priority to inproving education and infrastruture
facilities to the rural areas for bal anced devel opnent.

"A good education policy will enable Abdullah to continue working
towards realising Tun Dr Mahathir Mhanad' s vision of making Ml aysia a
devel oped nation by 2020," he said.

He is confident that Abdullah will continue to push the country's
education sector to greater heights by injecting new i deas so that Ml aysia
can conpete and keep abreast with other countries.

To Dr Mahathir, Dr Rolland who is also Sarawak Progressive Denpcratic
Party (SPDP) vice-president, said that although the Kelabit was a mnority
race, the comunity was deeply indebted to the former prime mnister for
havi ng i nproved the conmunity's soci o-economic status during his tenure.
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