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MBABANE ( Swazil and), Aug 14 (Bernama) -- Some 600 participants from 16
countries attending the A obal 2003 Smart Partnership D al ogue have been
presented with a book containing sel ected speeches of Prine M nister Datuk
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad on gl obal i sation, smart partnership and government.

The 269- page book was given as a menento to smart partners on the
occasion of Dr Mahathir's retirement as the Prime Mnister of Ml aysia.

Dr Mahathir, who becanme premier on July 16 1981, steps down in COctober
this year and will be succeeded by his deputy, Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad
Badawi .

The book, edited by Datuk Hashi m Makaruddi n, the Special Oficer to the
Prime Mnister, contains a collection of 34 speeches witten and delivered
in the 1990's to 2002.

Dr Mahathir has been a regul ar speaker on gl obalisation and smart
partnership at both national and international foruns and has been wi dely
guot ed on these subjects.

Even in his keynote address at the opening dinner at the dial ogue here,
the Prime Mnister highlighted the disparity that globalisation could bring
about between the rich and the poor which, if left unchecked, could bring
about a war of gl obal proportions between classes and transcendi ng
boundari es, which was al ready evident by the increasing incidence of
terrorismglobally.

Dr Mahathir is also quoted as saying in the preface that "while we nust
gl obal i se, we certainly cannot just accept (it). We must put a human face
to gl obalisation.™

The 78-year-old premer is also of the opinion that smart partnership
is intertwined with gl obalisation, whereby to enjoy the full benefits of
gl obal i sati on, the economes of the world should shift their enphasis from
purely conpetitive to include cooperative elenments, nanely the wi n-wn
phi | osophy whi ch underlines the concept of smart partnership.

He al so says that today's gl obal economic systemis no | onger a sinple
chain of one-way effects but a very conpl ex web of feedback rel ati onshi ps.

Dr Mahathir al so advi ses governnents to be well aware of the benefits
and pitfalls of globalisation and to practise smart partnership.

"After all, the interest of the people nust always renmain paranmount,"”
he said.

Hashim a former editor with Bernama's Econonic Service, says in the
preface that Dr Mahathir's el oquence and unanbi guous thoughts on the
subj ect make this book not only interesting but will surely help readers to
have a better understandi ng of gl obalisation and smart partnership.
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