13 SEP 2003
Fong- Di sabl ed
EMPLOYERS URGED TO PROVI DE MORE JOBS FOR THE DI SABLED

SEREMBAN, Sept 13 (Bernama) -- Human Resources M nister Datuk Dr Fong
Chan Onn said his mnistry will use strong noral persuasion to encourage
enpl oyers to provide nore job training and opportunities for the disabl ed.

He said the mnistry hoped to neet enployers in two weeks to discuss
the best nethods of assisting the disabled to find enpl oynent.

"Currently there are some 10, 000 di sabl ed peopl e who have registered
wi th the Human Resources M nistry. The governnent have found jobs for a
third of their nunber. This neans there are still many nore who are
j obl ess.

"The 2004 Budget presented by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad yesterday breathed a new life for the disabled as the governnent
has given nore attention on and incentives for them" he told reporters
after opening the Circuit Il Mlaysian Juni or Judo Chanpi onshi p here today.

He urged nore enployers to be responsive to the plight of the disabled
and emul ate the governnment's nove in setting aside one per cent of public
service posts for them

Dr Fong said the dial ogue would attenpt to identify problens faced by
enployers in hiring the disabled, including ensuring work places were
di sabl ed-friendly.

He said the feedback woul d enable the ministry to provide training and
re-training programres for the disabl ed.

He said a special division would be set up at each state office with an
of ficer assigned to oversee the welfare of the disabled in the area.

On funds for skills devel opment programres, Fong said the mnistry
woul d set up a corporate body to manage the | oans so that the private
sector could access and utilise themnore effectively.

He said the ministry had spent some RM20OO million to produce skilled
workers and ained to train 50,000 people this year

"We have bl acklisted at | east five training centres for abusing
condi tions by nmaking fal se applications and subm tting dubi ous nanes for
the |l oans,"” Dr Fong sai d.

He said the ministry would nmonitor the situation closely and had
ti ghtened procedures in disbursing | oans aside fromensuring the centres
had adequate facilities and personnel so that they would not exceed their
maxi mum capaci ty.

He said 10 nore centres woul d be completed by the end of next year.
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