22 MAY 2003
Mahat hi r - VCDs
ENFORCEMENT AGENCI ES MUST COORDI NATE TO W PE OUT SMUT VCDS - DR M

KUALA LUVPUR, May 22 (Bernama) -- There nust be coordi nati on anong
enf orcenent agencies besides clear laws in the country to w pe out pirated
and por nogr aphi c vi deo conpact discs and illegal ganbling activities, Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d tonight.

The Prime Mnister said the distribution of snut VCDs and ill ega
gambling were ranpant in the country while authorities |ike the police had
very limted powers to curb such activities.

"So, we want to study what i s happening and how we are going to
over come pornographic VCDs, ganbling, illegal immgrants and other such
activities.

"There are so many problenms that have to be handl ed by the police. W
must coordi nate the enforcenent work," he told a nmedi a conference after
chairing the Umo suprenme council neeting.

Dr Mahathir said this when asked to comrent on the neasures taken by
the governnment to check the sale and distribution of illegal VCDs, which is
said to have beconme wi despread | ately.

He, however, did not el aborate on the formof coordinati on and the
agencies to be involved in this task.

Dr Mahathir said studies nust be carried out to identify the form of
coordi nation that could be inpl enmented anong the enforcenent agenci es apart
fromthe preventive neasures to check these imoral activities.

He said there was overl appi ng of powers and | aws which soneti nes caused
the VCD syndicates to get away scot-free.

These were the setbacks in enforcenent operations agai nst such
activities, he said.

"Sonetinmes it is not clear which authority is to carry out enforcenent.
For exanple, the Kuala Lunpur City Hall only issues licences...but what
takes place inside the building is not within its jurisdiction. Wen they
ganbl e inside there, then it becones the work of the police,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir al so said sone of the enforcenent |aws were outdated
i nadequat e and some were even nisinterpreted.

"All these should be anended in order to conbat illegal social
activities in our country,” he added.
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