12 SEP 2003
Budget - Security
ENFORCEMENT OFFI CERS TO BE SUPPLI ED W TH APPROPRI ATE EQUI PMENT

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 12 (Bernama) -- Benefits and renunerati ons provi ded
to security personnel and their famlies will also be extended to
enforcenent officers if they are injured or die in the line of duty.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad who is Finance M nister
in tabling the 2004 Budget in parliament said that this was in appreciation
of their services.

He said that recently there had been a spate of hijacking, piracy and
gangsterismincluding "tonto" activities as well as robberies and thefts.

It was the responsibility of the governnent to provide a safe
envi ronnment for the public and busi nesses, he said.

"To ensure the safety of enforcenent officers in various agencies, they
will be supplied with appropriate equiprment while on duty," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that to overcone these probl ens, the governnent woul d
i ncrease and strengthen security and enforcenent. The police force would
step up their surveillance throughout the country, he said.

"The governnent will review several departnents of the Royal Ml aysia
Police with the viewto increasing their capacity and effectiveness through
the provision of equiprment and special training," he said.

The Prime Mnister said that apart fromthis, the governnent had al so
establ i shed the Mal aysian Maritinme Enforcenment Force (APMM in its efforts
to increase surveillance in the Malaysian waters such as the Straits of
Mel aka

Dr Mahat hir announced a sumof RWA. 4 billion for operating expenditure
for internal security while RVM6.5 billion was allocated to the Defence
M nistry.

For devel opnment expenditure, allocations of RW50.5 mllion and Rv2. 1
billion have been provi ded, respectively to equip and noderni se the defence
and security systens of the nation.
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