19 JUN 2003
Feat ur e- Exxon
ENGLI SH THEME PARK TO HELP RURAL CHI LDREN MASTER ENGLI SH

By: Rosyatimah Tukimn

KUALA LUMPUR: Rural children normally |lack the resources to excel in
studi es but sone rural students in Terengganu have been | ucky enough to
have access to computer ganes, the Internet, |atest story books and ot her
t hi ngs considered | uxuries to them

Al'l these "luxuries" that can hel p enhance their know edge have been
made avail able for their use at the new y-established English Thene Park
(ETP) located at the Teachers Resource Centre (TRC) in Kemanman on part of
the | and bel ongi ng to Sekol ah Kebangsaan Kenmasek.

Funded by ExxonMbbil, which handl es offshore oil production, the ETP
project is a collaboration between the Terengganu State Educati on Resource
Centre (TSERC) and the Kemaman District Education Departnent's TRC. The
park i s scheduled to be officially | aunched on June 22.

According to TSERC princi pal assistant director Nurhizan Abdul Manab,
the idea of building the theme park came froman earlier project ained at
i mproving the perfornmance in exam nations by schools in east coast states.

Noting that the overall performance of rural schools depends very nuch
on the results of the English | anguage, the ETP project thus focuses on
this subject, whichis alsoinline with the governnment's efforts to boost
the use of English in schools.

| MPORTANCE OF ENGLI SH

As Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad pointed out fromtine
to time, including at a recent Wrkers' Day gathering here, Ml aysi ans need
to be conversant in the | anguage, otherwi se, the country's conpetitiveness
wi |l be under serious threat.

And that is not good news especially when the governnent is gearing
towar ds nmaki ng the country a devel oped nation by 2020 or meki ng the country
a centre of excellence in education.

Urging everyone to |l earn the | anguage now, Dr Mahathir said that the
country cannot wait 15 or 16 years for the students to join the workforce
before they are proficient in English as the country's present global roles
have changed tremendously.

Hence, teachers in the state who have enbarked nmuch earlier on projects
to enhance the mastery of the | anguage can take pride for being ahead in
this venture

Says Nurhi zan: "Since English has been the "killer subject” in nost
schools in the district, our goal is to create an interest anong students
and teachers to love the | anguage and nake teachi ng and | earni ng English
fun by using a different approach."”

A nedia teamvisited the park recently to have a first |look at what is
in store for the children, and see the seriousness of the teachers there to
churn out scholars for the future.

MAGNI TUDE OF ACTI VI TI ES

Al t hough the park does not have all the adrenaline-punping rides to
thrill visitors, its own unique attractions are already a hit anong
students who have had the chance to try out the facilities.

Its G ant Mushroom Vocabul ary Shack and Graffiti Wall, which are
pl aced cl ose to one anot her, provides fun outdoor activities.

Nur hi zan says the park works on a particular theme that will be changed
on a reqgular basis. Since its first and current thene is "animal", the



whol e place is decorated in the chosen thene and so are the activities by
the children, which focus on sinilar subject matter.

Students entering the G ant Mushroom can have a feel of a safar
adventure with its creatively decorated interior and convincing props. The
built-in speakers that enmanate different animal sounds enable students to
identify the different types of ani mals.

After the "adventure" inside the G ant Mushroom students can choose to
go the the Vocabul ary Shack and come up with as many ani mal words they can
think of or, they can proceed to the Graffiti Wall to participate in mnd
mappi ng ganes.

Pl LOT PRQIECT

Nur hi zan says the ETP is a pilot project targeted at 15 primary and
five secondary schools in the surroundi ng area

"This project will serve as a launching pad for other districts to
emul ate," she says, adding that the project exposes students to a nmagnitude
of activities specifically designed to enhance their know edge and mastery
of Engli sh.

To conme up with this concept, the ETP teamvisited other English
projects in Thailand and Si ngapore to get ideas and the expert views cone
fromthe British Council, she adds.

ETP counsel l ors, conprising teachers thensel ves, not only run the
centre but offer visiting teachers alternative teaching techni ques and
| earning resources to create a different environment for students in their
respective school s.

The interior decorations and nurals which are done by the teachers
there have created a cosy and friendly atnosphere that nake everyone feels
at hone.

The indoor facilities at ETP include a | eisure reading corner, games
corner, audio corner, PCisland and TV/video | ounge area. Wile the
conmputer ganes are highly interactive and are linked to a network where
students can have access to the Internet, the audio corner is equipped with
easy-to-learn tapes. Sonme of the conmputer ganes have, in fact, been
downl oaded by the teachers thenselves to suit |ocal students.

| NDOOR FAVOURI TES

The Big Book area is one of the indoor favourites anong the children as
these oversi zed books that contain huge colourful pictures and fonts nmake
them easy to read.

Sonme of the teachers involved in the selection of books have even gone
a step further by taking the extra effort to prepare conprehensive
questions and answers and attach themto the Bi g Books which children enjoy
doi ng.

"The park creates an environnment where students will not shy away from
| earni ng English," says teacher Siamala Krishnan of Sekol ah Kebangsaan
Rantau Petronas. Siamala is anong those sel ect the books to be purchased
together with a panel of teachers in the district.

Year Five students Shahril Shafiq from SK Meraga Beris and Muhammad
Nazirul from SK Seri Bandi who have had a go at the audio facilities say
they love coming to the ETP as learning facilities are aplenty.

"Both of us will choose a storybook that cones with a tape for us to
listen and | earn the correct pronunciation of words. After that both of us
will try to practise saying the words together and sonetines create a snal
conversation in English using the vocabul ary we have picked up fromthe
book. It's strange sonetinmes talking in English but fun," admits Shahril

ETP'S SECOND PHASE



In a briefing to the nmedia, Nurhizan reveals that the present thene
park is the conpl eted phase of the project. Proposals are underway to
acquire nore land in the area to devel op phase two which prom ses a bigger
thene park with nore attractions, including a mni theatre.

ETP is not the only project currently sponsored by ExxonMbil in
Terengganu. Its other English | anguage projects are The Terengganu Engli sh
I nformati on and Resource Centre (TERIC), English Mbile Resource Unit and
t he Redang Educati onal Devel opnent for Hi gher Achi evenent ( REDHA).

ExxonMobi | public affairs nmanager Mokhtar Daud says that in Ml aysia,
ExxonMobi| has a | ong-standing tradition of investing in the conmunity and
the English | anguage projects are to conpl enment the Ml aysi an governnment's
aspiration to i nprove the standard of English in the country.

"Each year, the conpany contributes close to RM mllion to comunity
servi ce organi sations and projects in |ocations where we have facilities to
i nprove the quality of life of our neighbours and their comunities," he
says.

TERIC is an English sanctuary and reference centre | ocated at the
Terengganu State Education Resource Centre in Marang. It provides teachers
wi t h val uabl e teachi ng resources and training to upgrade the quality of
Engl i sh teachers through its clinic/tutoring/forunms and donut sessions.

Launched in 2000, Redha is a project in collaboration with TSERC and
the Kual a Terengganu District Education Departnent. Jointly funded by the
Education M nistry and ExxonMbil, Redha was nooted to arrest the declining
passing rate of English in the UPSR exam nati ons and the overall UPSR
results anong pupils of SK Pul au Redang, the only school on the island.

Headmast er Joni Mohanmad says anong the steps taken are rel ocating the
school to its present site where it is closer to the village settlenent;
giving additional classes and holiday classes to students sitting for UPSR
exans and neeting with the Parent Teacher Associ ation.

Joni says with the inplenentation of the Redha project, his charges
have shown great inprovenent in their studies, scoring al nost 60 per cent
UPSR passes within two years of the project.

The new school, which opened earlier this year, is equipped with a
comput er and audi o-vi sual roomand library-cumexhibition hall -- a far cry
fromthe single wooden bl ock of classes. The new school also has a
four-storey teachers' quarters.
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