24 JUN 2003

ENTREPRENNEURS SHOULD GRAB OPPORTUNI TI ES FROM ECONOM C PACKAGE

BELURAN, June 24 (Bernamm) -- Businessmen and prospective entrepreneurs
inthe state are advised to exploit the opportunities provided under the
econom ¢ package announced by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
| ast nont h.

Sabah M nister of Rural Devel opment Datuk Nasir Tun Sakaran sai d today
t he governnent planned to enhance the role of small and nedi um
entrepreneurs so that they could beconme the catal yst to bigger efforts.

"The econoni ¢ package has provided a massive fund to support and expand
the activities of the snmall and nedi umentrepreneurs in order to achieve
this target," he said at the | aunching of the D al ogue Programe and
Exhi bition of Products By Rural Entrepreneurs at the Beluran district
| evel , here today.

He said the governnent had channell ed RVbOO to the Bank Pertani an
Mal aysia to assist the small entrepreneurs so that they could indulge in
agricultural industry through the Mcro Credit Schene.

The government had al so allocated RVMROO million to the Amanah | khtiar
Mal aysia (AlIM fund, which is under the supervision of Bank Pertani an, and
another RMBOO million to Bank Sinpanan Nasional (BSN) to finance projects
whi ch were not agriculture-oriented.
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