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KL'S AD BLI TZ: S' PORE MEDI A' S RESPONSE

SI NGAPORE, July 16 (Bernama) -- "Nothing new' and "puzzling" were some
of the words used in Singapore's Mnistry of Foreign Affairs' (MA) initial
response to Malaysia's nedia ad blitz, which entered its fourth day, on the
stall ed water talks.

Last Monday, a MFA spokesman, in response to nmedi a queries, described
the timng of the full-page adverti senents -- placed in major |ocal dailies
since Sunday, and also in the Asian Wall Street Journal (AWSJ), as
"puzzling".

He described the nedia blitz as "just a repeat of old stories -- they
are right and we are wong. They are reasonable, we are profiteering."”

Kual a Lunmpur's ad canpai gn al so gave room for specul ation on the
general el ection.

"I believe there is a general election next year in Ml aysia. As an
observer, | just wonder if this nay have something to do with it,"

Si ngapore's National Trade Uni on Congress chief and Mnister in the Prine
Mnister's Ofice, LimBoon Heng was quoted as sayi ng yesterday.

"It is always cost-free to the politicians over that side to use
Si ngapore as a bogeyman to enhance their standing nationally. So it may be
a repeat of what we have seen over the years," said Lim

The Straits Tines, inits article "Water ads: A surreal swashbuckling"
publ i shed today, said there is "sonmething profoundly surreal"” about the
series of Ml aysi an advertisements on the Singapore-Ml aysia water dispute,
this week.

"It's not just the fact that an enornous sum of noney - close to a
mllion ringgit in the case of AWE] - will be spent on these ads, or that
Dow Jones, a publisher often at odds with the Ml aysian governnent will be
| aughing all the way to the bank," the paper reported.

It said the Singapore governnment "took the unusual step, in January, of
rel easing official negotiation docunents which showed t he Mal aysi an si de
flip-flopping on the issue w thout good reason, that nove placed on the
line the credibility of the Ml aysi an governnment in internationa
negoti ations. "

"Indeed with three nonths to go before Dr Mahathir hands over the
prem ership to Deputy PM Abdul | ah Badawi, it's not inpossible to suggest
that the current outburst is calculated to be a denonstration by the
outgoing PMto the incom ng PMof how Si ngapore shoul d be handl ed, now and
inthe future,"” said the Straits Tinmes.

"And that is, stand up to Singapore and pull no punches, however nuch a
nice guy you are," the witer wote.

The Today newspaper, an English tabloid, inits front-page article
yesterday al so had a strong approach to the issue, headlined 'Ink Attack'.

In the article, its witers wote: "Just when it appeared that regi ona
ties were on the mend and the sinmering water dispute had been placed on
t he back burner, Ml aysia has taken a huge sw pe at Singapore with brazen,
i n-your-face adverti senents on the subject.”

According to the newspaper: "The tone was stinging and the timng a
little puzzling."

Si ngapore, it said, had published official letters and notes to back
its stand while Mal aysia's approach was nore direct.

Sone anal ysts, it said, "wondered if the ads were neant to offset the
political cost Malaysia' s ruling party paid at hone after Singapore



rel eased letters showi ng Mal ayi san | eaders flip-flopping. The opposition,
such as PAS, had then accused Ml aysi a's | eadershi p of whi ppi ng up domestic
sentiments for political gains."

It quoted some anal ysts as expecting "the hand of the nercurial Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad behind the tirade as he prepares to hand over the reins of
power in Cctober.”

Political observer, Seah Chiang Nee was quoted as saying: "Mhathir is
an unpredi ctable man. Singapore will always be at a di sadvant age, because
it will not know what he's up to next. We certainly can't follow what he's
doing. W& have to explain every tinme he comes up with sonething."”

Meanwhil e, the article, '"Ink Attack' drew i medi ate response froma
Mal aysi an reader, Mardupi |smail of Kuala Lumpur

In his letter published by the ' Today' newspaper today, Mardupi said
that as a Mal aysi an, he often wondered why bilateral relations between
Mal aysi a and Si ngapore were "forever hitting rocky patches."

After all, he said, businessmen fromboth countries work well together
the police and armed forces on both sides have a cordial and professiona
wor ki ng rel ati onshi p, and hundreds of Ml aysi ans and Si ngaporeans visit
each other's countries to eat, shop and catch up with friends and
rel atives.

"Yet there is this angst and bitterness on both sides of the Causeway
that bodes ill for the future," he said.

Mal aysia, he said, is deternmined to conpete with Singapore in
attracting foreign investnments.

As such, it would be expected to react strongly at every attenpt by
Si ngapore to portray itself as the hub of Asean, South-East Asia or the
Asia Pacific region in alnpst any area -- be it finance and banki ng,
transportation, logistics or professional services, said Mardupi

Adding to this, he said, is Singapore's tendency to portray itself as
bei ng several steps ahead of other countries in the region and as the only
"good kid in a bad nei ghbournhood."

Wth these two facts in mnd, "one can see why Ml aysi an sensitivities
get rubbed the wong way. This, in turn, leads to resentnent, which, in
turn, provokes reaction", he said.

"Of course, all of these are not hel ped by the fact that the Singapore
medi a, and Si ngapore-based anal ysts, reporters and journalists like to
wite snide (or even negative) articles, reports and comentaries on
devel opnents in Mal aysia."

"I's that a way of conpeting with Malaysia or is it nmeant to put
Mal aysia down in the eyes of foreign investors? Is there sone hidden
agenda?" sai d Mardupi

Foreign investors | ooking to expand in Asean, he said, nust be watching
t he unfol di ng Mal aysi a- Si ngapore bilateral relationship with bemusenent and
some concern.

"I'f Mal aysia and Si ngapore, arguably, the two npst advanced countries
in Asean, cannot get their act together, what hope is there for the rest of
Asean?

"I would venture to say the changing of the guard from Dr Mahathir
Mohamad to M Abdul | ah Badawi will not change things in any substantive
way. "

"I'f anything, the conpetition from Ml aysia is going to get nore
i ntense. "

The way the water dispute is being handled, he said, is synptomatic of
a wider fraying in the bilateral relationship

"The denopgraphic clock is also ticking and the inplications of that are
worrisone, to say the least," said Mardupi
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