25 OCT 2003
Abdul | ah- PM
ABDULLAH READY TO TAKE ON RESPONSI Bl LI TIES AS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 25 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi
reiterated today that he is ready to take on the responsibilities as
Mal aysia's fifth prine mnister.

The deputy prine mnister said he was ready to face all the challenges
and problenms, both within and outside the country, because the chall enges
woul d al ways be there.

"I"ve gone to many places in the past few nonths and everyone has
expressed support and willingness to work with me," he told a nedia
conference after opening the 22nd annual general neeting of the Ml aysian
Feder ati on of Hokki en Associ ations here.

He was asked whether he was ready to take on the job when Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad steps down as prine mnister on Friday.

Abdul | ah called on all the people, irrespective of their race or
religion, to work together to foster unity to maintain the progress that
the country had achi eved so far

"Actually, even if we're clever, hardworking and have the know edge,
we're helpless if the country is not safe and in chaos...that's why I'm
stressing the inportance of ensuring that our country is peaceful and
safe,” he said.

On the delay in getting allocations to pay contractors involved in
flood mtigation projects in Penang and Kedah, Abdullah directed the
Agriculture Mnistry to act inmediately to resolve the problem

He said the mnistry, which was responsible for the projects, should
speak with the treasury so that the works could proceed snoothly and the
projects conpl eted quickly.

O herwi se, there would be no end to the people's flood probl ens, he
added.

Earlier,in his speech, Abdullah said that conpared with the people of
some countries, Ml aysians should be thankful for the peace that they
enj oyed and he hoped that no one woul d cause any trouble to destroy the
racial unity in the country.

"The government cannot accept any formof extremsm be it racial
religious or political...because extrem sm brings about tension in our
soci ety," he said.

He al so thanked Dr Mahathir for turning Malaysia into a country that is
developed in all fields to the extent that it has won internationa
recognition.

"Surely we want to thank this | eader of ours who has succeeded in
| eadi ng the people until they are confident of facing the future,” he said.

Presi dent of the Ml aysian Federati on of Hokki en Associ ati ons Dat uk
Tong Yoke Kim in his speech, said the Hokkien comunity in the country
gave its undivided support to Abdullah as the prospective prinme mnister

"We are confident that Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi w || succeed in
| eading all the people to ensure continued devel opnent," he said.

However, the people would not forget Dr Mahat hir who had done so nuch
for the nation, he said.

"Under Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad' s | eadershi p, Ml aysia had
achi eved out standi ng and comendabl e success,"” he added.
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