02 OCT 2003
BCElI NG ACQUI SI TI ON
BCElI NG HOPES TO SEAL SUPER HORNETS DEAL BY YEAR END

By Mohd Arshi Daud

LANGKAW, Cct 2 (Bernama) -- Boeing hopes to sell 18 units of the
two-seater F/A-18 F Super Hornet to the Royal Mal aysian Air Force and the
deal is expected to be sealed by the end of the year, it was announced
t oday.

Negoti ati ons for the sale had been ongoi ng since the 2001 Langkawi
International Maritinme & Aerospace Exhibition (2001 LIMA) but the tine
taken by the Mal aysian governnment to decide was "as expected", said Anthony
M Par asi da, president of the F/ A-18 Programe in the Boei ng Conpany's
I nt egrat ed Def ense Systens.

"It's a very inportant decision for Malaysia, it's good for the Royal
Mal aysi an Air Force (RVAF) and for the people of Ml aysia. | think the
Mal aysi an government is doing a good job to nake this the best possible jet
deal ," he told Bernama on the sidelines of the aerospace show of the 2003
LI MA here.

Saying that Boeing had put in nuch efforts to neet RVAF s requirenents,
he added that the deal was not neant to be signed during this year's LINA
whi ch ends on Sunday.

Par asi da said while he could not speak on behal f of the Ml aysian
government on the length of tine it had taken to nmake its decision on the
Super Hornet purchase, it was neverthless "a very major decision.”

As part of the arrangenment to sell the Super Hornets, the Boeing
Company has al so devised an offset programe which takes into consideration
the requirenents of the Ei ghth Mal aysia Plan. Under its offset progranme,

t he Boei ng Conpany wants to hel p expand the know edge-based environnment in
Mal aysi a.

In addition, the conpany al so wants to work with local industry players
in the Miultinmedia Super Corridor (MSC) to devel op software for its own
requi renents.

Par asi da sai d the Boei ng Conpany would |ike to include bio-technol ogy
in the offset progamme and this could be done through its relations wth
foundati ons and universities in the US which have expertise on the subject.

He al so said he was inpressed with the availability of facilities,
skills and technology locally and these woul d make the transfer of
technol ogy by Boeing into a "win-win situation for both sides."

Asked on the expected delivery of the Super Hornets should Ml aysia
decide to acquire the strike fighter, Parasida said: "Hopefully we will be
tal king about it comng into service at the 2005 LI MA. "

He al so praised LIMA for making it possible for the Boei ng Conpany to
promote its products such as the F/ A-18.

"Yesterday, we had a great opportunity to have the Prine Mnister
(Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad) to get into the F/A-18 on static display.

"We had the opportunity to spend 30 mnutes with him he gets to sit in
the airplane and see the technol ogy, |ook at the airplane and see the parts
t hat Mal aysi an conpanies will be fabricating for the Super Hornet,"

Par asi da sai d.

"That kind of access, we would never have w thout a show |ike LIMA "

As for the likely Super Hornet conponents that Ml aysian conpani es
coul d produce shoul d Mal aysia decide to buy the aircraft, he said they
m ght include machi ne parts, sheet nmetal parts, conposite parts and ot her
advanced technol ogy that went into the fighter jets. -- BERNAMVA

MAD MSL FR SHY






	BOEING HOPES TO SEAL SUPER HORNETS DEAL BY YEAR END (Bernama 02/10/2003)

