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Dr ugs- Wnen
5,000 WOMEN TO ATTEND BI GGEST EVER ANTI - DRUG COLLOQUI UM

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 13 (Bernama) -- Sone 5,000 wonen will participate in
t he bi ggest ever anti-drug colloquiumheld in Mal aysia, focusing on wonen's
i nvol verment in efforts to check drug abuse which remains a major problemin
this country.

The t hree-day col | oqui um begi nning on Friday at the Genting
I nternational Convention Centre on Genting Hi ghlands, is ained at creating
awar eness, dissem nating information and nmeki ng Mal aysi an wonmen consci ous
of the seriousness and i ndesirabl e consquences of drug abuse as well as the
danger of AIDS to thenselves, their fanlies and the surroundi ng comunity.

Chai rman of the National Association for the Prevention of Drug Abuse
(Pemadam), Datin Paduka Raki bah Abdul Manap said even t hough nost of the
drug addicts in Mal aysia were nmale, anti-drug efforts on the part of wonen
were also very inportant inline with their role as |oving and caring
persons, notivators and facilitators in the famly institution and society
at |arge.

The participants would include 1,000 secondary schoolgirls and an equa
nunber of counselling teachers representing every secondary school in the
country, she told Bernana.

The col I oqui um which will be entered in the Ml aysia Book of Records
as the biggest ever held, will dwell on the problem of drug abuse. It wll
be opened by the Prinme Mnister's wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohaned
Ali and Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad will preside at the
cl osi ng cerenopny on Sunday.

Raki bah said the colloquiumwoul d al so deliberate on ways to maxim se
worren' s i nvol venent in the dissem nation of informati on and knowl edge on
drug abuse preventive nmeasures anong famlies, friends and society.

An anti-drug exhibition thenmed "Power of Love" will be held in
conjunction with the colloqui umcovering four major aspects -- a drug free
family, a drug free school, a drug free workplace and a drug free society.

"This isinline with the governnent's objective to make Ml aysia a
drug free nation by 2015, "Raki bah sai d.

According to the latest statistics, a total of 26,799 drug addicts was
det ect ed bet ween January and Novenber | ast year nationw de conpri sing
13,935 or 52 per cent new addicts and 12,862 or 48 per cent repeat addicts.

Raki bah said 98.72 per cent of the people involved in drug abuse were
nen.

"Thi s phenonmenon shoul d be checked and nonitored so that the total does
not keep on increasing every year," she said.
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