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By: Yong Soo Heong

EVI AN, (France) June 1 (Bernama) -- Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed
Ham d Al bar today says that Malaysia must not cease to articulate its views
at international fora if it wants its stand to be heard and known by
ot hers.

"If we cease to talk, then we would never be heard at all,” he told a
briefing for Ml aysian journalists on Saturday night on the significance of
the invitation of French president Jacques Chirac to Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad to attend the Enlarged Group of Elght (&) Summit
here.

Syed Hanmid said Dr Mahathir had agreed to attend because he (Dr
Mahat hir) saw the significance of the invitation.

The 8 groups France, GCernany, Russia, Canada, Italy, Japan, Britain
and the United States.

The world | eaders who are gathered here this weekend include Gernman
Chancel |l or Gerhard Schroeder, Russian President Madimr Putin, US
Presi dent George W Bush, British Prine Mnister Tony Blair, Canadian Prine
M ni ster Jean Chretien and Japanese Prinme M nister Junichiro Koizum.

The enlarged sumrit also includes |eaders from 12 other devel oping
countries besides Ml aysia and key institutions such as the United Nations
International Mnetary Fund, Wdrld Bank, World Trade Organisation.

Anmong them are UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan and Egyptian President
Hosni Mubar ak.

Syed Hanmid said that after Sept 11 and the invasion into Iragq,
devel opi ng countries had | ess roomto express thensel ves.

Hence, he said it was a great honour for Ml aysia when Chirac invited
Dr Mahathir to the Evian sunmit where he was expected to talk on
i nternational co-operation and devel opnent, especially with regard to
trade-rel ated matters.

Syed Hamid said Dr Mahathir would not just be speaking as the Prine
M ni ster of Malaysia but also Chairman of the 116-nation Non-Aligned
Movenent (NAM and his thoughts and views would reflect the concerns of
devel opi ng countri es.

The NAM chai rmanship gives himthe clout and ability to be accepted
that he is not just speaking as the lone voice of Ml aysia (but as chairnman
of the 116-nation nmovenent as well) as his ideas and views reflect the
concerns of the devel oping countries," he said.

For instance, he said while France had given special enphasis on NEPAD
or the New Partnership for Africa' s Devel opnment at the Enlarged &G Sunmit,
t he menbers of NEPAD were al so nenbers of NAM

On Saturday, Dr Mahathir met South African president Thabo Mdeki to
exchange views on a nunber of issues including economnmic devel opment,
tourism and the Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS).

Syed Hamid said the neeting had enabled the two | eaders to strategise
on what to speak at Evian on to avoid duplication in view of the linted
tinme.

The sumit is held on an informal basis and starts with a working |unch
on Sunday and is expected to last until 6 p.m here.

However, |eaders of NEPAD nenber countries from South Africa, Nigeria,
Senegal , Egypt and Al geria attending the Enalrged G Summit will have a
wor ki ng di nner.

Dr Mahathir, who is staying in Lausanne on the Swi ss side of Lake



Geneva, will travel by boat across the |ake just before nidday for the
enlarged sunmit to be held at Hotel Royal, which is perched on a hill
overl ooking the touristy | akeside town of Evian.

He is also expected to have a brief nmeeting with Chirac just before the
working lunch and will also neet Russian |eader Putin after |unch.

Dr Mahathir will return to Lausanne in the evening to attend a dinner
hosted by Ml aysia's anbassador to Switzerland, Datuk |snmail Muistapha.

Bef ore | eaving Lausanne for Japan on Mnday, Dr Mhathir will hold
talks with China's President Hu Jintao. -- BERNAVA
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