29 JAN 2003
Sports- Excel | ent Sponsorship
EXCELLENT SPONSORSHI P REPLACES PARTNER | N SPORTS

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 29 (Bernama) -- The Partner in Sports (Rakan Sukan) scheme
is being replaced with the Excel |l ent Sponsorship programre with the focus on
churning out athletes with potential to contribute gold nedals at the O ynpics
and organi sing various conpetitions at the grassroots |evel.

Yout h and Sports M nister Datuk H shammuddi n Tun Hussein said the Rakan
Sukan progranmme, however, would be continued until the contract between the
sponsors and the sports associ ati ons concerned expired.

"When their contracts expire, the sponsors can participate in the Excellent
Sponsor shi p programe which is nore conprehensive and transparent conpared to
t he Rakan Sukan," he said.

He disclosed this to reporters after w tnessing the Excellent Sponsorship
agreement signing cerenpny for the sponsorship of the Squash Rackets Associ ation
of Mal aysia (SRAM between Country View Bhd (Country View), Milpha Internationa
Bhd (Ml pha) and the National Sports Council (NSC), here today.

SRAM was represented by its president Datuk Mkhzani Mhathir, Country View
by its chai rman Dat uk Mohamred Al - Anin Abdul Mjid, Mil pha by its director Denis
Low and NSC by its Director-General Datuk Wra Mzl an Ahmad.

H shammuddi n sai d the Rakan Sukan whi ch was introduced in 1995 was found to
have numerous probl enms whi ch had hi ndered national sports devel oprent.

He said anpong the woes were internal problens of the associations, sponsors
facing financial problens due to the econonic sl owdown, policy change by the
sponsoring conpani es and mi sunder st andi ng bet ween t he sponsors and associ ati ons.

He said his mnistry had introduced the Excellent Sponsorship schene and a
programre nanagenent conmittee had been fornmed to coordinate and nonitor it.

He said the conmittee woul d conprise a representative fromthe Sports
Conmi ssioner's Ofice, one fromthe NSC, three fromthe national sports
associ ations involved and four representatives fromthe sponsoring conpani es.

SRAMis the first sports association in the country to receive sponsorship
under the Excell ent Sponsorship programe.

Country Vieww Il contribute RVB0OO, 000 annually up to 2006 while Ml pha will
contribute RM2.5 million for a four-year period.
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