01 CCT 2003
Sport s- power boat
F1 PONERBOAT RACE BACK I N TOM

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 1 (Bernama) -- The Formula 1 Powerboat race is back in
town with the Malaysian circuit of the world chanpi onshi ps set to take place at
the M nes Resort | ake here on Sunday.

This time, the event will be held on a grander scale as the |oca
organi sers, H20 Sports Sdn Bhd, have |ined-up various side attractions in their
bid to take the event to greater heights.

For the past two years, the | ocal organisers have brought pride to the
country with their successful staging of the chanpi onshi ps, earning worl d-w de
recognition for the event.

The World F1 Power boat chanpi onshi ps have now been |listed as one of the nain
events in the world sporting cal ender.

And that is not all. H20 Sports Sdn Bhd have been recogni sed as the best
organi sers of the chanpi onshi ps by Union International Mtonautique (UM, an
award they won in 2001 and 2002.

This year, H20 Sports Sdn Bhd will be |ooking forward to pulling off a
hattrick and there appears to be no doubt that Sunday's event woul d surpass
those of the previous years.

Wth three nore days to go, preparations are in full swi ng. Everything has
been put in order and the operations office, located at The M nes Waterfront,
has been in business for the past one week.

The race venue -- The Mnes Lake -- is all set and has been given the thunps
up by the UM

The U M has, in fact, described Ml aysia as an excellent platformfor the
devel opnent of the sports in the entire region.

The Mal aysian circuit, to be held fromCct 4-5, is the fifth out of the
ni ne-1 eg chanpi onshi ps before noving on to the next leg in Singapore on Cct 25.
The first leg roared off in Portinmo, Portugal, on My 4.

Atotal of 11 teans, conprising 25 drivers fromvarious countries, have so
far registered to participate in the Ml aysian | eg.

Leading the list of participants is current | eader Francesco Cantando, from
the Singha Racing Team as well as worl d defendi ng chanmpi on Gui do Cappel lini, of
Zepter Team

Both Italians are | ooking forward to a perfect finish in the Mlaysian | eg
to maintain their lead in the overall standing.

After going through four |egs, both have accunul ated 55 points each,
fol l owed by Fabi o Conparato, of Comparato Racing Team who is in third place
with 37 points.

Zepter leads in the teamoverall standings with a total of 60 points.

Best bet to win the Mal aysian | eg should be Cappellini, who has been in
steady form grabbing the pole positions in Portugal, Finland, Italy and the
| atest in Germany.

Wiile the race itself will provide all the thrills, the side events planned
by the organisers are also likely to attract the spectators.

These include a water ski performance by Stars of Florida as well as an F1
concert by popular local artistes.

The event will be declared open by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohared.
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