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Warriors
FANNI NG THE FLAME OF PATRI OTl SM THROUGH MERDEKA CELEBRATI ONS

By: Abdul HalimTaib

KUALA LUMPUR: Patriotismhas long pulsated in the Iife of the people
down the pages of history, marked by patriots known and unknown who had
pl ayed their role to cast off the shackles of colonialism

Today, the stories have taken a different beat. The nmain role and
responsibility of the post-Merdeka generations is to build up the "meani ng"
of nati onhood.

Nevert hel ess, the sacrifices of the old "warriors” will be renenbered
forever. And for this purpose the Civics Bureau (BTN), an agency under the
Prime Mnister's Departnent, has drawn up various National Day programres
to highlight the contribution of these patriots.

The programmes that are very synbolical -- fromAug 2 to Sept 16 - are
al so nmeant to fan the flame of patriotismanong the rakyat.

Director-Ceneral of BTN Datuk Dr Nordin Kardi noted that nost of the
Mer deka cel ebrations are concentrated in the state capitals and ngjor
towns, |eaving the "Merdeka warriors" living the rural areas on the
si del i nes.

He said even if there were National Day celebrations in the villages,
their programmes were brief and linited.

I N SEARCH OF MERDEKA HERCES

As such, Dr Nordin said, "BTINwill try to unearth the local |eaders who
had made their sacrifices for independence. They might be popular in their
| ocal e, but they are not known (to the nation)."

He said at the sane tine, the "Malam Puisi Patriotik" (N ght of
Patriotic Poetry) which is part of the celebrations, would be staged for
the fourth consecutive year as a tribute to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad.

For this year, BTN hoped to chart another "Mal aysia Book of Records" in
its unique programe as was achi eved two years ago.

That progranme is a continuous wal k by a group of women fromJdeli in
Kel antan to Tanjung Puteri in Johor Baharu.

However, said Dr Nordin, what is inportant is not a record-nmaking feat
but a programe to bring together wonen of all races and creeds to
experience the meani ng of nationhood and to fan the flane of patriotismin
the country.

I N THE FOOTSTEPS OF THE HERCES

Under the theme of "Followi ng the Foot Steps of the Heroes", Dr Nordin
said the Merdeka WAl k 2003 event is the third to be held by BTN, costing
RV2.28 mllion for the 45-day durati on.

The wal k is through three routes; the first started from Langkawi on
Aug 2 and the second fromJeli on Aug 3. They are to end at Tanjung Puteri
on Sept 16.

The third, from Kuching on Aug 20 is to end at Kota Ki nabal u on Sept
16.

He said the wal kers from Langkawi and Jeli nmet up at Kual a Pilah before
continuing their wal k together to Tanjung Puteri

Dr Nordin said the record they had set was the Patriotic Ctizens' Walk
of 2001 when the participants wal ked all the way from Padang Besar to
Tanjung Piai, the southern-nost tip of mainland Asia.

He said they chose Tanjung Piai in order to nmake the I and nmark nore



known to the rakyat, in constrast of the Japanese tourists who had | ong
made a beeline to the site.

The second feat was set in 2002 when the participants wal ked non-stop
for 24 hours, legging it from Ml aka to Putrajaya.

These wal ks had started their walk on the night of Aug 28 to reach
Dataran Putra Perdana in Putrajaya on the night of Aug 29, intinme to
attend Dr Mahathir's poetry readi ng session in conjunction with the N ght
of Patriotic Poetry programme.

Dr Nordin said the Merdeka wal ks had been effective because the routes
pass through the birth places of the | eaders who had contributed to the
nati on.

For exanple, in the wal k of 2001, they came across a |ocal |eader in
Johore who had cycl ed al ongside the | ate Datuk Onn Jaafar when the latter
enbar ked on his canpaign trail to demand for independence.

HI STORI AL SI TES

The participants, he said, would re-trace the paths of history by
rafts, boats or bicycles along the |ocal people, holding high the "Jalur
Geni | ang".

At the sane tine, history would be re-enacted with cultura
presentations |ike the "gabus" and "ganelan" in the comunity halls or
school fields.

On the poetry session with the Prime Mnister during the Ni ght of
Patriotic Poetry event, Dr Nordin said the response has been encouragi ng
because through the session, the people can get a glinpse of the feelings,
dreans, vision and struggle of Dr Mahathir all this while.

"If you look at it closely, nbst of the content (of the poen) cane from
hi s previ ous speeches," he said.

The titles of the poens read out by the Prine Mnister over the | ast
four years are "Erti Kenerdekaan" (The Meani ng of | ndependence) on Aug 29,
2000; "Dari Runtuhan Kota Mel aka Kita Dirikan Putrajaya"” (From The Rui ns of
Mal acca Fort We Built Putrajaya) on Aug 29, 2001; "Menghadapi Cabaran
Menat ang Bangsa" (Facing Challenges to Uplift the Race) on Aug 29, 2002 and
"Damai nya Negeri ku" (Peaceful is My Country) on Aug 29, 2003.

In short, the BTN has through its National Day programmes in all the
years drawn t he post-Merdeka generations to reflect on the struggles and
sacrifices of the | eaders, and keep the spirit of Merdeka afl ane.
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