02 NOV 2003
Abdul | ah-Visit (W ap-up)
ABDULLAH S FI RST AGENDA TO OVERCOME FARMER S WOES

BUTTERWORTH, Nov 2 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi
returned to the federal capital this afternoon after spending his first two
days as the fifth Prime Mnister neeting with farners and other people in
his honme state.

He and his wife, Datin Seri Endon Mahnmood, |eft on board a speci al
aircraft fromthe Bayan Lepas International Airport in Penang at 3.10pm

Penang Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon and Kedah Menteri Besar
Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain as well as Culture, Arts and Tourism
M ni st er Dat uk Paduka Abdul Kadir Shei kh Fadzir |ed sone 200 people
i ncl udi ng Bari san Nasional (BN) |eaders and senior governnent officers in
bi dding farewell to Abdullah and his w fe.

Penang State Mufti Datuk Haji Hassan Ahmad read special prayers before
the Prime Mnister boarded the aircraft.

VWhat is interesting about his first visit as Prime Mnister is that
Abdul I ah had chosen to visit the farners and |ivestock breeders first
i nstead of corporate figures and senior government officials after being
sworn in as Prime Mnister on Friday.

At a function today, he announced that the governnment had all ocated
RVB2 million to provide imediate flood relief aid to Kedah and Penang
farnmers and |livestock breeders whose crops and aninmals were destroyed in
the recent floods.

At his request, the Agriculture Mnistry had approved an i nmedi ate
flood relief aid to nore than 4,000 farmers in Penang and nore than 8, 000
farnmers in Kedah to ease their burden, especially padi farners who had to
keep to the planting schedul e.

Dr Koh in his speech at the aid presentation cerenony said this showed
that Abdull ah was a | eader who was deeply concerned about the welfare of
farmers and rural dwellers.

"He gives priority to the public especially the poor and not to the
corporate sector. This is Pak Lah," he said.

Agriculture Mnister Datuk Effendi Norwawi said Abdul | ah gave enphasis
on efforts to develop the agriculture sector as a lucrative source of
incone for the rural dwellers.

It was obvious fromthe wel com ng reception he received upon his return
here yesterday that the people were very happy with his appointnment as
Prime Mnister when nore than 30,000 people had gathered at the old
term nal of the Bayan Lepas International Airport to greet him

H s homecoming to Kepala Batas to seek the blessing of his nother
Dat uk Kai |l an Hassan, one day after his appoi ntnent showed his loyalty and
respect for his mother, and his nodesty in sharing his happiness with the
peopl e in his kampung.

In his speech to the thousands of people in Kepala Batas and the
surroundi ng areas, Abdullah said the post of Prinme Mnister for himwas not
an honour for hinmself but rather a trust and responsibility.

Besides fulfilling his obligation as a good son to the nother and
famly, he also wanted to share his happiness with the grassroots who had
all this time given himso nuch support, assistance and cooperation in his
political career.

The peopl e who had conme in droves to greet his homecom ng said they
were inpressed by his nodesty, friendliness, soft nature and respect for
hi s el ders.



Despite the heavy rain, the Prine Mnister was still willing to spend
time to address the people, and the audi ence too were not bothered by the
rain.

In his speeches to the people in Kepala Batas and at the Bayan Lepas
International Airport, he had thanked them for supporting himright up to
his current position.

Abdul | ah al so said he was thankful for inheriting such an effective and
successful governnent, as well as the npbst devel oped anong t he devel opi ng
countries due to the |l eadership of Dr Mahathir, and expressed his
determ nation to take the country to even greater heights.

Abdul | ah called on the people to "work together with me, and not for
to ensure that the excellent era of Dr Mahathir could be continued.
Koh, when net at the Bayan Lepas International Airport after bidding
farewell to the Prine Mnister, said Abdull ah had expressed awe at the
rousi ng wel cone given by the people when he arrived yesterday.

"We are confident that with the solid support of the people and civil
service, the Prime Mnister will achieve excell ence based on the foundation
built by former Prime Mnister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mbhanmad, " he said.

Koh al so rem nded t he people of Penang that Abdullah was Prine M nister
for the whol e popul ation of Malaysia and his tasks were not only focused on
Penang.
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