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DR M ARRI VES I N KI EV FOR FOUR- DAY OFFI CIAL VISIT TO UKRAI NE

By: Mhd Kanmel O hman

KIEV (Wkraine), July 13 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad
arrived here Sunday for a four-day official visit to Ukraine, the first by
a Mal aysian Prime Mnister since diplomatic relations were established with
the former Soviet republic in March 1991.

Dr Mahathir, acconpanied by his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mhd
Ali, flewinto the WUkrainian capital by a special aircraft from London and
touched down at the Boryspil International Airport at 1.40pmlocal tine.

He was net on arrival by Ukraine Chief of the Presidential
Admi ni stration V. Medvedchuk, Foreign Mnister A Zl enko, Charge d affaires
of Ukraine in Ml aysia Val entyn Vel ychko and Mayor of Kiev O Onel chenko.

Also at the airport were Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar,
Primary Industries Mnister Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yai k, Defence Mnister
Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak and Education M nister Tan Sri Misa Mhanmad.

Dr Mahathir and Dr Siti Hasmah were then driven to the Governnment Cuest
House where they were received by other Ml aysi ans.

Dr Mahathir will be accorded an official welcone at Mariinskyi Pal ace
on Monday norni ng before neeting President Leonid Kuchma, Prinme M nister
Vi ctor Yanukovi c and Speaker of Parlianment Vol odymr Lytvyn.

Ukrai ne, situated in the south-eastern part of Central Europe, is the
bi ggest eastern European country after Russia, covering over 600,000 square
kilometres. Richly endowed with natural resources, it is one of the world's
mai n centres of sugar production, producing both for its own needs and
export.

It borders the Black Sea, Belarus, Hungary, Ml dova, Pol and, Ronani a,
Russi a and Sl ovaki a.

Dr Mahathir's first programme Sunday is a visit to the special -purpose
war es exhi bition.

After the official welcom ng cerenony on Monday, the prime mnister
will co-chair a delegation neeting with Yanukovic before departing for a
wr eat h-1ayi ng cerenony at the Tonb of Unknown Sol diers and later visiting
the Antonov aircraft plant.

On Tuesday, Dr Mahathir will |eave for Odessa, the country's chief
trade and fishing port, which is |located in the south-central region.

In Odessa, the prine minister will witness joint venture signing
cerenoni es between JM Ventures Sdn Bhd and Gdessa Port Transhi pment Conpl ex
LLC, technical collaboration between Yasm n Marine Technol ogy Sdn Bhd and
Ukr ai ne state conpani es and between AMP Corporation (M Sdn Bhd and
| skra-State El ectro Machine Building Plant.

Dr Mahathir will also attend a briefing on the set-up of the Ml aysia
Trade Centre and tour the Odessa Port and palmoil storage facilities
before | eaving for Sinferopol, which is south of Odessa and the
adm ni strative, economc and cultural centre |located on the banks of Salgir
Ri ver.

On Wednesday, the prinme mnister will test-ride the Superfoils and
ot her naval crafts before having lunch with Ml aysi ans studying at Crinea
State Medical University. About 630 Mal aysian students are enrolled in
Ukrai nian institutions, nostly pursuing nmedi cal degrees.

Before | eaving for home in the evening, Dr Mahathir is scheduled to
give a press conference for the Ml aysian nedi a.
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