17 OCT 2003

FI RST LADI ES SPEND TWO HOURS AT " DR MAHATHI R PHOTO' EXHI Bl Tl ON

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 17 (Bernama) -- Spouses of heads of state and
governnent of Islamc countries today spent about two hours visiting the
"One Thousand Faces of Dr Mahathir: A Tribute to a Statesnman” photo
exhibition at the National Art Gallery here.

The First Ladies including those fromAl geria, Turkey and Sudan were
acconpani ed by Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali and Culture Arts and
TourismMnister's wife Datin Paduka Suraya Mohd Noah.

Some 1, 000 phot ographs of Dr Mahathir taken in the course of the 22
years he has been Prinme M nister was opened by the Yang di-Pertuan Agong
Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin Syed Putra Jamalullail on OCct 6. Dr Mahathir retires
on Cct 31.

The First Ladies and wives of other del egates now in Malaysia for the
10th Organisation of the Islanmc Conference sunmt al so watched a fashion
show -- "Art to Wear" showcasi ng Musli mwonen' s dress.

The cl othes were designed by Radzuan Radziwill, Salikin Sidik, Asliza
Aris, Noraini Sharif, Melorwati Darus, Sharifah Kirana and students from
the Art and Design Faculty of Universiti Teknol ogi Mara.

More than 15,000 people had so far visited the exhibition organi sed by
Ber nama, | ocal newspapers and TV stati ons.
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