17 OCT 2003
A C- D al ogue
FI RST LADI ES WANT A SECRETARI AT TO DEAL W TH WOVEN | SSUES

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 17 (Bernama) -- The first |adies of the Organisation
of the Islamc Conference (OC) have called for the establishnent of a
per manent secretariat within the organisation to deal w th wonen i ssues.

Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohamed Ali, wife of Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad, said today the secretariat could assist nenber
countries to take foll owup actions on issues pertaining to wonen and
chil dren.

"Wrren do not constitute a minority and they play a fundanental role in
t he generation and application of know edge in various aspects of
devel opnent.

"Wbonen have played an inportant role in Muslimcultural |ife and nany
worren Muslimschol ars preceded t he advancenent of women in ot her
civilisations. If we oppress the wonen, it neans we are hal ving the
resources for the devel opnent," she said.

Worren coul d not only forcefuly articulate their views on equality in
| sl am devel opment and peace-buil ding on the national and internationa
stages but also actively participate in these efforts, she said when
announci ng a 10-point resolution adopted at the inaugural First Ladies OC
D al ogue, here.

The di al ogue on "Wnen, Peace and Devel opnent", organi sed by the Wnen
Affairs and Fam |y Devel opnment M nistry, was held in conjunction with the
10th O C Summt in Putrajaya.

Chaired by Dr Siti Hasmah, it was participated by the first | adies of
Paki st an, Turkey, Gabon and Sudan as well as the wives of cabinet mnisters
and foreign diplomats stationed here, and wonen acti vi sts.

Dr Siti Hasmah said that although only a small nunber of first |adies
were present in Malaysia out of the 57 O C nenber countries, the dial ogue
was successful in providing a platformfor wonen to air their views and
share their experiences.

"This is our first...if we get five, that's good enough. W have been
patient all this while. Always begin with a small step and then you can run
anmok, " she said.

She said that with the Muslimnations facing low | evels of progress in
human devel opnment, the O C nmenber states nust take steps to secure peace
and to provide opportunities and choices for wonen to participate in the
devel opnent and t he di al ogue hoped to junpstart this process.

Dr Siti Hasmah hoped that besides having dial ogues, the first |adies
could also visit each other's countries to see the problens faced and
addr essed.

She al so wanted it to becone an activity under the A C.

Paki stani First Lady Sehba Musharraf said she was "keeping her fingers
crossed" that the organisation would accept all the points contained in the
resol ution.

"Woren are always a marginalised community, even in our part of the
worl d. Certainly | hope sone novenent will take place in establishing
initiatives and seeing theminplenented. That's very essential," she said.

I rani an woman activi st Fati mah Hashem Rafsanjani said |slamgave wonen
equal rights but due to the m sunderstanding of |Islamand sone cultura
practices, many did not see the real truth of the religion.

"Musl i mwonen shoul d do what ever they want thensel ves instead of asking
others to fight for them" said the 43-year-ol d daughter of the fornmer



I rani an president.

She was the one who canme up with the idea of having a separate forum on
woren i ssues in conjunction with the O C sunmit.

She suggested it to Dr Mahathir in Qatar in 2001 upon hearing that
Mal aysia was to become the 10th chair of the A C.

- - BERNAMA

RT NIM Azz JK



	FIRST LADIES WANT A SECRETARIAT TO DEAL WITH WOMEN ISSUES (Bernama 17/10/2003)

