01 JUN 2003
Abdul | ah- MCA
FOCUS ON RESTORI NG PARTY UNI TY, ABDULLAH TELLS NEW MCA LEADERS

KUALA LUMPUR, June 1 (Bername) -- The new MCA | eadership shoul d give
priority to restoring unity within the party and to resol ving any probl ens
that mght still exist, Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi said today.

The deputy prine nminister hoped that the new | eaders coul d prove
t hensel ves by strengthening the second | argest conponent party of the
ruling Barisan Nasi onal (BN)

"They shoul d pronote understanding, that is inportant. \Watever
m sunder st andi ng and di spute (in the party) shoul d be resol ved fast," he
told reporters after flagging off the "Riding For Life" 2003 canpai gn at
Taman Tasi k Titiwangsa here.

Abdul I ah said this when asked to comment on the recent |eadership
change in the MCA, a nove said to be ainmed at ending the infighting that
had dragged on for nore than a year in the party.

Vi ce-president Datuk Seri Ong Ka Ting has succeeded Datuk Seri Dr Ling
Liong Sik as the party president while another vice-president, Datuk Chan
Kong Choy, has replaced Datuk LimAh Lek as the deputy president.

They were el ected by the Central Conmittee (CC) after Dr Ling, who had
|l ed the party for about 17 years, and Limresigned fromtheir posts on My
23.

Abdul | ah said the new | eadershi p should focus on getting all nenbers to
cl ose ranks as there should no | onger be any Team A and Team B

Dr Ling and Limhad | ed Team A and Team B respectively during a
| eadership crisis which had seriously split the party.

"The inportant thing is to give priority to party menbers, not certain
groups,"” he said.

On anot her matter, Abdullah said Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad' s participation at the ongoing G Sunmit Informal Dial ogue in
Evi an, France, offered hima great opportunity to convey the country's
vi ews on inportant global issues.

He said it was hoped that the matters raised by the prinme mnister
woul d get the attention of the G8 countries as his views also reflected
those of the 116-nenber Non- Aligned Movenent (NAM), of which Malaysia is
t he chai r man.

Dr Mahathir is anmpbng several non-G3 | eaders invited by French President
Jacques Chirac to attend the dialogue with G3 | eaders.

The G8 Sunmit, which begins today, involves |eaders of the eight

| eadi ng industrialised countries -- the United States, Japan, Britain
France, Germany, Italy, Canada and Russi a.
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