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A C Mahat hir (Reaction)
DR M S SPEECH PROVI DES RI GHT PERSPECTI VE FOR O C S FUTURE DI RECTI ON

PUTRAJAYA, Cct 16 (Bernamm) -- Leaders of O C nenber countries today
hai |l ed Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad's speech as providing the right
perspective for the future direction of the organisation as well as the
Musl i ms wor | dwi de.

Most of the |eaders said Dr Mahathir's speech was inportant in guiding
Muslinms to solve the many problens and chal | enges besetting them

Sudan President Orer Hassan Ahnmaed El -Bashir said Dr Mahathir had
clearly defined the problens of the Muslimworld and how to overcone them

"It's a major speech... it should be printed and distributed to all
Muslins, " he told Bernana.

He said Sudan was confident Ml aysia would be able to steer the
57-menber organi sation into a nore action-oriented and strengthen the
solidarity and unity anmong Musli ns.

In his opening address at the 10th Organisation of the Islamc
Conference (O C) Leaders' Summit, Dr Mahathir set the tone for
del i berations at the biggest gathering of Islanmic nations with a call to
themto use their strength and close ranks in dealing with issues
confronting Muslins worl dw de.

The Prime Mnister said with 1.3 billion people, the Mislimcountries
were actually strong but they had never really tried to unite and
cooper at e.

Af ghani stan President Ham d Karzai described the speech as a "very good
one", saying Dr Mahathir outlined a lot of things on the present state of
the Umah and what should be done in the next three years.

"He is very right in his speech... was best for all,"” he said, adding
that the Muslimworld nust work together to tell the world that terrorism
is the eneny of Islam

Sierra Leone President Dr Ahmad Tej an Kabbah said he was very inpressed
with Dr Mahathir's address.

"...very intellectual... | hope it will get across to all Muslins," he
sai d.

Dr Ahmad said Dr Mahathir also enlighten on the confusion due to
various interpretation of Islamand this was very useful in putting the
religion in the right perspective.

Suriname Special Envoy to the President Rafiek Chiragally said Dr
Mahat hir had put Islamon top with his nmessage that only through unity the
Umah coul d beconme stronger and fight the enemy of Islam

The nmessage was very clear that only by unity and with clear vision
that the Muslins could devel op their econom c strength.

Benin's Mnister for Foreign Affairs and African Integration Rogatien
Bi aou said the speech clearly touched on the problens of Mislins and the
need for solidarity and econom c devel opnment anong Misli ns.

"So, now we have to nove frompolitics to econom c position,” he said.

Djibouti Prine Mnister Dileita Mohaned Dileita said the speech gave a
perspective to Islamc countries on how they should prepare for future
chal | enges.

He said Mal aysia had played an inportant role in the creation of the
A C and now once again had the opportunity to contribute nore to the
devel opnent of the Unmah.

"As OC Chairman, | believe Malaysia will give all efforts to nmake O C
an inportant tool for Mislimcountries,” he said.



Kazakhstan Foreign M nister Kassynzhomart Tokaev said Dr Mahathir had
delivered a strong nessage to be studied seriously by all nmenber states.

He said there were key issues which O C nenber countries were facing
such as education, science and technol ogy, econony and al so the need to
have deeper understandi ng of Islam

Pal esti ne Anbassador to Mal aysia Ahmad Al -Farra said Dr Mahat hir had
outlined various strategies for Muslins in his farewell speech which "I
strongly believe will solve all their problens."

"If they are still just |ooking for nice conmuni que, words and
resol utions and so on...then they will continue for another 50 or 100 years
in the same place where they are", said the veteran dipl omat.
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