19 JUN 2003
Mahat hi r - Regi me
FORCED REG ME CHANGE COULD HAPPEN | N MALAYSI A, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, June 19 (Bernama) -- Calling on the people to be wary of
ext ernal devel opnents that could threaten the country, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad sai d today that Mal aysia is not excluded from being the
target of foreign powers wanting to change its denocratic governnent as had
happened i n several other nations.

The prime mnister that the foreign powers had tried it before but had
fail ed because the country's | eaders were careful and able to avoid falling
into their trap

"Don't think that we will not be targeted. They were di sappoi nted when
their former target failed. They will try again," he said when opening the
54t h Umo general assenbly at the Putra World Trade Centre here today.

The Umo president said that the Europeans, unhappy with Malaysia's
success in practising denocracy, wanted to see frequent changes of
governnent so that there could be no stability and devel opment coul d not
t ake pl ace.

Thei r new sl ogan was "regi me change" but because it did not happen in
Mal aysi a, which renmai ned peaceful and successful, they accused it of being
undenocratic and dictatorial, he said.

"Who are they to accuse our governnent as dictatorial," said Dr
Mahat hir who defined them as people from Europe, including those who
m grated and set up new nations in Anerica, Australia and New Zeal and,

"Aren't they the forner colonialists whose rule was dictatorial and
oppressive and have they not just invaded a weak country, killing many
civilians in order to gain power of that coountry?

"I's their way of achieving regi me change denocratic? Look first in the
mrror," he said.

The United States and its allies recently invaded Iraq and overthrew
Presi dent Saddam Hussei n, whom Washi ngton di sli ked, ostensibly to introduce
the denocratic systemin the West Asian nation.

Fol | owi ng the invasion, there were noves for a reginme change in Iran
and Syria which were also disliked by the west.

Dr Mahathir, who is scheduled to relinquish all his governnent and
political posts in October, said that the problemw th the Europeans was
that they awarded thensel ves the right to judge their own vi ews.

However, their criticismof Ml aysia mght have a hi dden agenda to
justify their interference in its donestic affairs, he said.

Many people in the country would be influenced by their views and
condemm the governnent, resulting ininstability, inability to devel op and
suffering for the people.

He said that they would condemn this accusation and say that they had
no ill intentions, no conspiracy to obstruct anyone's progress.

"But we must not forget that their criticisns, even if basel ess, have
been used to justify their attack and occupation of a country," he added.

Dr Mahathir said Israeli Prine Mnister Ariel Sharon was the first
person to tal k of a regi me change because he wanted to repl ace Pal estini an
Presi dent Yasser Arafat with a | eader acceptable to the Tel Aviv regine.

He said that maybe the intention of the Europeans to force the
accept ance of denocracy was good and they did not plan to damage the
devel oping countries deliberately.

But they forgot the long period of tine that they took to understand
and benefit fromthe system



He al so expl ained at | ength the need to know t he Europeans wel |l because
the Iives of Ml aysi ans depended on how they interacted with these people
and peopl e of their origin.

The prime minister warned the people that the world that they had to
face in the new decades and centuries woul d see nunerous attenpts by the
Eur opeans to colonise themdirectly or indirectly.

"If our country is not attacked, our mnds, our culture, our religion
and other things will becone the target,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said that based on history, fighting and skills in killing
were regarded as honourabl e by the Europeans and champi ons anmong t hem were
gi ven the honorific title "knight".

"The history of Europe is the history of wars, the history of tests of
strength. Wen they cane into contact with non-Europeans in Africa, America
and Asia, they went to war immediately in order to seize the territories of
the | ocal people and to set up new countries and enpires."

Dr Mahathir said that today, billions of dollars were being spent to
devel op nore sohphi sticated weapons and prepare their forces for war when
there were no enenmies presently, or in the future, which threatened t hem

"And they have denpbnstrated that they are ready to i nvent fal se
all egations in order to go to war to kill children, old people, sick people
and just about anyone and consider all these people as nere coll aterals,
whi ch cannot be allowed to cone in the way of the achievenent of their
obj ective," he said.

He said the Europeans hated the Jews even before they enbraced
Christianity and when they becane Christians, they bl aned the Jews because
a Jew had betrayed Christ to the Romans, resulting in Christ being killed
by crucifixion.

Dr Mahathir said that to force the Jews out of Europe, they seized the
territory of the Arab Palestinians to create the state of Israel and since
then, West Asia had never been at peace.

The attenpts of the Palestinians to get back their territory was
opposed by the Europeans who instead supported Israelis' seizure of nore
Pal estinian land and the killing of Pal estinians.

The Sept 11 2001 attack on Anerica, which supported Israel, was nade an
excuse for the Angl o- Saxon Europeans to return to their old violent ways.

He said their strategy to fight terrorismwas through attacking Muslim
countries and Muslinms, whether they were guilty or not.

"Anerica and Britain did not care at all about the condemation of the
wor | d agai nst their actions. Qpposition by their own people was ignored.

"They wanted to show the worlds how powerful they are and anyone
chal I engi ng themwoul d be attacked by their mlitary forces," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that although he criticised the Europeans, he was not
anti - European. In fact he was enbarrassed to criticise the Europeans
because his many European friends and acquai ntances would feel hurt.

He said: "The European countries which are friendly towards us will
feel hurt. Certainly their nmedia will condenm nme as a raci st.

"But | consider that exposing who the Europeans are has becone so
important that the risk rmust be taken."

He said that failure by Malaysia to know the Europeans woul d nake it
difficult for the country to prepare and strategise its own safety.

They had different views on issues |ike social issues, religion,
culture and trade, he said, citing as exanple their rejection of the
institutions of marriage and fanily and acceptance of the practice of free
sex, including sodony, as a right.

"The injunction agai nst change of religion anmong Muslins, |aws which
differ fromtheir laws will be questioned by them Their nmedia will be used
to denigrate all that we practise.



"The cul tures and val ues which they will force us to accept will be
hedoni sm wunlimted quest for pleasure, the satisfaction of base desires,
particul arly sexual desires.

"Qur way of life nust be the sane as their way of life. Asian values do
not exist for them" he said.

He al so said that globalisation was introduced by the western countries
to facilitate their control of the world econony but the energence of China
as a big economic power with powerful military conpetency had made t hem
unconf ort abl e.

"Wth this, the international clinmte has becone very tense and
chal I engi ng for everyone, including Ml aysia. And the Europeans have
denmonstrated a desire to return to their fierce old ways,"” he said.
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