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Abdul | ah- Medi a
FOREI GN MEDI A HAVE FAI LED TO UNDERM NE MALAYSI A, SAYS ABDULLAH

KUALA LUVPUR, Feb 28 (Bernama) -- Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi said today that Ml aysia's success in hosting the
13th Non- Al i gned Movenent (NAM Summit showed that the foreign nedia have
failed in undermning the country and Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad.

Abdul I ah, who is Home M nister, said that he had envisaged that the
foreign nedia woul d pursue their agenda to undermnm ne Mal aysi a especially
during the NAM Summmit whi ch ended on Tuesday.

"What ever we do which are not to their |iking and agai nst their agenda,
they will undernmine us," he told a media conference after neeting to thank
police officers and personnel assigned to the NAM Summit, at the Police
Trai ning Centre (Pul apol) here.

The NAM Sunmmit, where Mal aysia assuned its chairmanship for a
three-year term has been described as the nmost successful in the history
of NAM

Abdul | ah said that as a sovereign nation, Mlaysia would continue to
voi ce out the aspirations of its |eaders and its people | oud and cl ear.

He said that Ml aysia would not bow to pressure and the dictates of
foreign countries and woul d continue to uphold its right of expression.

The Deputy Prinme Mnister said that Mal aysia had al so been condenmed by
the foreign nedia during the regional financial crisis but their actions
had not prevented the country frominitiating nmeasures to deal with the
si tuati on.

"They' ve criticised Malaysia and the Prine Mnister but we continued to
forged ahead and we knew what we were doi ng and we succeeded, " he said.

Abdul | ah said that during the crisis, Malaysia did not subscribe to the
establ i shed strategy by accepting the renedy offered by the Internationa
Monetary Fund (I MF) and instead resorted to neasures whi ch were nost
unort hodox.

"We've proven finally that we're doing right. W don't suffer high
soci al cost to achi eve econom c recovery," he said.

Abdul | ah sai d that Ml aysi a had an advantage of not only having the
capability of inplenenting the i deas nooted by its | eaders but that the
confi dence of the people and the comm tnent of the governnment was the
actual strength of the country.

He was grateful that with God's bl essings, the NAM Sunmit proceeded
wi t hout incidents that could tarnish the image of the country.

"There was only one incident when the briefcase of a dipl onat
containing a |l arge sumof nbney went m ssing at the conference hall," he
sai d.

After a police report had been | odged, he said, the police personnel on
duty recovered the bag whi ch was opened before the di pl omat who found t hat
everyt hi ng was intact.

Sone 8,500 police personnel were assigned to the NAM Summit. Those from
out station began | eavi ng t oday.
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