13 OCT 2003
O C WapUp
FOREI GN M NI STERS AGREE ON RESTRUCTURI NG O C

By Shakir Husain

PUTRAJAYA, Cct 13 (Bernama) -- Foreign Mnisters of the Organisation of
the Islam c Conference (O C) today agreed to revitalise the 34-year-old
organi sation by restructuring its General Secretariat and carrying out
ot her necessary reforns.

The ministers held their nmeeting here to prepare the agenda for
consi deration by Heads of State and Governnent at the Leaders' Summt on
Thur sday and Fri day.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Moharmad will chair the sumit,
the first to be held in the Asia Pacific region.

The 10th O C Summit in this new Mal aysian federal administrative
capital is expected to be dom nated by the continuing Israeli violence
agai nst Pal estinians, this nonth's Israeli attack on Syria and the Iraqi
si tuati on.

Paki st an has suggested the formati on of an eninent persons group that
woul d present recomendations on revitalising the OCw thin a year.

Mal aysi an Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar said there was
wi despread support anong the nenber states to turn the O Cinto a body
whi ch enjoys the respect and credibility at international |evel.

A Mal aysi an agency i s conducting a study on how t he 57-nmenber
organi sati on should be refornmed, he told Bernama at the Putrajaya
Convention Centre here.

"W have got a | ot of concrete plans under study. So, we hope that when
everything is tabled and the concept is accepted, we can nove forward,"
said Syed Hami d, who is chairing the Mnisterial Preparatory Meeting.

Earlier, speaking at the opening session of the mnisterial neeting,

O C Secretary-Ceneral Abdel ouahed Bel kezi z, whose term expires next year,
t hanked outgoing O C Chairman Qatar for discharging its responsibilities in
the past three years.

Bef ore handi ng over the chairnmanship of the ministerial meeting to Syed
Ham d, Qatar's Foreign Mnister Shei kh Hamad Jassi m Jabar Al Thani, said
the "Pal estine and Al Quds Sharif cause" were anong the OC s top
priorities and concerns.

Syed Hanmid, in his opening statenent, said it was unfortunate that the
O Cwas crippled due to lack of political will to renpbve the constraints to
deal with crucial issues.

"Mal aysia is confident that given a clear direction, we can nmake the
Umah stronger to face the gl obal challenges,” he said.

A significant inclusion at the sunmit was a brai nstorning session, an
i nteractive discussion anbng the ninisters.

The ministers discussed four major issues -- restructuring of the AC
General Secretariat, Science and Technol ogy as a neans of devel oprent,
| nformati on and Comuni cati ons Technol ogy (I CT) and the use of the gold
dinar in international trade.

"The ministers did a very good anal ysis and very strong self-criticism
on why the O C has renained weak all the tinme," said Syed Hami d, who
chaired t he session.

The m nisters di scussed how the O C could achieve unity to solve the
probl ens confronting the Islamc world.

It was pointed out during the session that wonen should be given a
greater role in the affairs of Islamc countries.

The ninisters felt that the Islamc countries nust increase trade anong



t hensel ves to achi eve better econom c devel opnent.

Syed Hanid pointed out that the current intra-O C trade was only two
per cent of the nenber states' total global trade while the European Union
countries conduct 60 per cent of their trade anong thensel ves.

It had been suggested that the O C reforns should include a mechani sm
that could enable the organisation to followup on its resol utions.

One way is for the Jeddah-based organi sation to be staffed by conpetent
peopl e.

On the question of Mal aysia proposing its candidate for the OC

Secretary-General's post, the mnister said the matter was still being
di scussed.

"Many countries have given us the indication that they are quite
willing to consider our candidate,” he said.

Speaki ng at a press conference, he appeared to di scount the possibility
of a contest for the post, saying the choice would be nmade on the basis of
a consensus.

Asked whether there was any pressure fromthe Arab League to invite the
United States-controlled Iraqi governing council to attend the summit, he
said there was no such pressure.

"In fact, Iraq thanked us for inviting them The representative of Iraq

has asked us to help them because the country is still under occupation
"They're still going through the post-invasion period. So, there is a
need for O C countries to support them" he added.
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