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PUTRAJAYA, Cct 15 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t oday suggested the establishnent of Mislimbusiness schools where
I sl ami ¢ business ethics could be devel oped, expanded and taught
systematically.

"W need to know the rights and wongs of doing business as Muslins. W
need to establish certain standards,” he said in his keynote address at the
O C Busi ness Forum here held in conjunction with the 10th Organisation of
I slam ¢ Conference (O C) Summit.

Dr Mahathir said Muslins need to propagate these ethics and standards
when conducti ng busi ness anpong t hensel ves and with the non-Misli ns.

"Wile we shoul d devel op I sl am ¢ busi ness ethics, we nust not reject
the ethics and systens of today which are not against the teachi ngs of
I slam si mply because we want to be different," he said.

The Prime Mnister said simlar to Islamc banking, which has now been
accepted, doing business in conformty with Islamic ethics would in tinme be
accepted too

Dr Mahathir said Muslinms should not try to force their systens on
others and in the sane way should not be forced to do business only in the
way prescribed by others if they are unfair

"We should resist themnot only because of our religious piety, but
si mply because they constitute bad and unfair practices,"” he said.

The Prime Mnister also called on Muslins to reject practices such as
ganbling, profiteering and usury whi ch are now ranpant.

"Busi ness is about making profits. But it should not be such that
ot hers would suffer,” he said.

Thus, he said mani pul ative currency trading which leads to
i mpoveri shrment of countries and peopl e shoul d be avoi ded and reasonabl e
profit through ethically acceptable trading practices should be the
obj ecti ve.

"Al'l these and nore can be thought in Mislimbusiness goals. W should
establish such standards as to give stature and success to Muslim
busi nesses, " he said.

Dr Mahathir said just |ike the Western busi ness goal s today, there
m ght come a day when Muslim business goals would attract students of
busi ness fromall over the world.

"I't would not do world business any harm It should infact stinulate
wor |l d's business once it is established that Mislimbusiness practices
woul d bring about win-win situation. This is entirely possible," he added.
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