30 CCT 2003
Mahat hi r - Mal ays
FORMATI ON OF "MELAYU BARU' SHOULD BE RENEWED, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 30 (Bernama) -- In his parting speech as Umo
president to party | eaders and nmenbers, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
the formation of "Ml ayu Baru” or New Mal ays shoul d be renewed so that the
race could be at par with other communities in the world.

He said the Mal ays should change their attitude to be nore bold, nore
willing to face chall enges and have greater credibility.

"There is still so nmuch nore to be done by the Malays in terns of
attitude change before they can becone an advanced race,"” he said at a
breaki ng of the fast with the Umo president and deputy president at the
Putra World Trade Centre (PWC), here today.

He said the Mal ays coul d be successful if they changed their values in
life to suit the val ues needed to becone a progressive race.

Every Umo menber and | eader must be determined to ensure that the
party achi eved success, he said.

Dr Mahathir said the formati on of Melayu Baru currently was better
because they were nore confident of thenselves and al so nore successful.

However, nore successes could be achieved if the formati on of the
Mel ayu Baru currently were further revised, he said.

They nmust elimnate the tendency to quarrel, to indulge in power
struggle, to practise nmoney politics for position, as well as jeal ousy.

"I'f we continue to adopt these practices it is inpossible for the
Mal ays to succeed.

"I call on Umo nenbers to forget self-interest, place party interest
above individual interest as it is the party that determ nes the success of
the nation,"” he said.

"Love Ummo....develop Umo,"” Dr Mahathir said.

He said that they should not destroy the party nerely to pronote
self-interest or that of a particul ar person.

He said only the party could formthe government in Ml aysia and not
i ndi vi dual s.

As such, he said party menbers and | eaders nust ensure that it was the
party that succeeded and not i ndividuals.

Whi | e appreciating the accol ades showered upon himby Umo | eaders and
menbers for his contribution to the party and nation, he said seeing the
party nmembers working together to bring the party to greater heights and
rejecting disputes woul d be a nmore meani ngful appreciation for him

"I will appreciate this nmore than words (of praises),"” he said.

Dr Mahat hir sai d besides being diligent, determ ned and di sci plined,

t he Mal ays shoul d al so feel ashaned if they negl ected the party.

"Only the race that knows the feeling of shane will be successful," he
sai d.

He said there were races that were prepared to conmt suicide because
of shane but Umo did not want its menbers to commit suicide but to correct
their attitude and values in life.

"The success or failure of a race is not based on skin col our but their
culture and values inlife," he said.

Dr Mahat hir thanked all Umo nenbers who had supported hi mwhen he was
party president and Prinme Mnister.

"l urge nmenbers to give the same support to Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahmad
Badawi after this," he said.

Dr Mahathir will step down as Prinme M nister and Unmo president at 3pm



t ormor r ow.

Dr Mahat hir and Abdullah later joined thousands of Umnmo | eaders and
menbers in performng the magrib, isyak and terawi h prayers at PWC.
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