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FORMER COVMONWEALTH SEC- GEN PAYS TRI BUTE TO DR MAHATHI R

By: M khail Raj Abdullah

MBABANE, (Swaziland), Aug 13 (Bernama) -- Former Comonweal t h
secretary-general Sir Sridath Ranphal has paid tribute to Prine M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad for his i nmense contributions towards
enlightening the Third Wrld on global issues especially those pertaining
to trade

Ranmphal , in paying tribute to Dr Mahathir, described the Ml aysi an
Prime Mnister as a "hero of the devel oping world" for having spoken with
passion and credibility especially in chanmpioning the interests of the
Third Worl d.

In coments nade during preparatory informal talks prior to the hol ding
of the dobal 2003 Snart Partnership Dialogue in Euzul wini, near here, the
veteran and articulate Sri Lankan di pl omat said that Dr Mahathir knows
first-hand the experience fromglobalisation taking into account his
know edge and insight into issues.

Oficials involved in the preparation told Ml aysian journalists that
the conments were nmade in the context of the Wrld Trade Organi zati on (WO
and how the Prinme Mnister could enlighten the other devel opi ng countries
in trade issues.

Dr Mahathir, in nunerous speeches had consistently insisted for an
equitabl e trading regi me under the WIQO, and not sonething that is forced on
hel pl ess devel opi ng countries under the guise of opening up markets via
gl obal i sati on.

He had al so said that globalisation was only benefiting the rich
countries at the expense of the poor which was why devel opi ng countries
need to cone together and put on a united front on global trade issues.

Sone officials in the know about trade and investnent issues here said
that there were fears that the four-day WIO M ni sterial Meeting begi nning
on Sept 10 in Cancun, Mexico, was going to collapse.

Reports describe the United States and Europe as having taken a very
hard stand on sone negotiating i ssues such as the production and
manuf act ure of cheap drugs to conmbat H V-AIDS, for instance in Africa.

Al t hough the US and Europe agreed at the last mnisterial in Doha to
all ow African countries to produce these badl y-needed drugs cheaply, they
wer e now backtracki ng on their Doha comm tments, com ng under pressure from
power ful pharmaceuti cal | obbi es.

They are now insisting African and devel opi ng countries to buy the
expensi ve drugs, sonething inpossible sinmply because inpoverished Africans
just cannot affordit.

"The US and Europe are backtracki ng and people are dying here," an
of ficial who requested anonynity said.

Even in the sensitive area of agriculture, both the US and Europe were
increasing their subsidies to farners, thus making it inpossible for
African farmers to conpete on an equitable nanner with heavily-subsidi sed
Anerican and European farm products.
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