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FRANCO- M SI AN BUSI NESSMEN' S CLUB TO BOOST ECONOM C LI NKS

PUTRAJAYA, July 22 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia and France have deci ded to set
up a club conprising captains of industry fromboth countries to give nore
i mpetus to bilateral econonic rel ations.

Pari s and Kual a Lunpur have al so pledged to further reinforce their
cooperation in the technical, technol ogy and scientific fields.

These efforts to further boost ties were revealed at a joint nedia
conference by French President Jacques Chirac and Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanad at the end of the forner's six-hour visit to Ml aysia
here toni ght.

In addition, Chirac said France was keen to further devel op the use of
the French | anguage in Mal aysia and towards this end, a French school nay
be on the cards to facilitate the | earning of the |anguage.

"This is also to give a further boost to our scientific and technica
cooperation," said Chirac.

He said efforts to enhance t he exchange of students from both sides
woul d al so be | ooked i nto.

However, Chirac said that what was upnbst on his mind in com ng here
was to express his respect and admiration for Dr Mahathir wi th whom he had
enj oyed friendship for many years.

This respect, said the President, was clearly illustrated, in his mnd,
on Dr Mahathir's drive in building Putrajaya.

"I have found that this has been an extraordi nary success and is
evi dence of Asia's capacity of creation.

"It is an expression of both nodernity as well as culture and
tradition. | ampleased to visit it and would like to congratul ate the man
behind it," he added.

Chirac was al so asked on what he felt could be the future role for Dr
Mahat hir on the world stage after his retirenent in Cctober.

He responded by saying that it was not for himto tell Dr Mhathir what
hi s plans shoul d be.

"But what | can tell you is that, in my opinion, the world will |ose a
lot if he has no inportant role in the future in which he can show his
dynam sm and al so his wi sdom " he said.

The President also took the opportunity to congratul ate Mal aysia and Dr
Mahat hir for its chairmanship of the Non-Aligned Movenent, and the
Organi sation of Islamc Conference (O C) sunmt in Cctober.

Prior to the joint nedia conference, Dr Mahathir hosted a di nner for
Chirac and his entourage which included the French Overseas Departnent and
Territories, Brigitte Grardin.

Chirac later departed for the KL International Airport (KLIA) in Sepang
to continue his journey to New Cal edonia before proceeding to Tahiti to
attend the South Pacific Nations Conference.
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